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Pe at the Bur of the Nath Con- 
vention, on Wedneſday, 26th December, 1792, the 
Firſt Vear of the Republic. By Citizen een, 


DE HE 3571 is at length arrived in which” 
Louis, accuſed in the name of the French cople, _ 
can be heard in the midſt of them! The 1 G 
ment is come in which he, ſurrounded by coun- 
cils with which humanity. and the law have 
favored him, can preſent to the nation a defence 
which his heart avows, and unfold before ler 
the intentions which have ever actuated him F 
am i ee convinced by the ſilence around me, 
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| prejudice ; mat thrs Tolemn act is not 
© a vain form; that the temple of liberty is that . 
Kkewiſe of that impartiality which the law com- 
mands; and that the man, whoever he be, wha 
finds himſelf reduced to the humiliating condt- 
tion of accufed, is ever ſure to gain the attention 
and the intereſt even of thoſe who proſecute him. 
I ſay the man whoever he be; for indeed 
I . Louis is only a man, he is an accuſed man. He 
can be guilty of no more impoſture; he can do 
nothing; he can no more impreſs with fear; he 
ean offer no more hopes. This then is the mo- 
ment in which you owe him not only the greateſt 
jiuſtice, but I will venture to ſay the greateſt 
Flavor. He has a right to infpire you with alt 
tte ſenſibility which a misfortune without boundlss 
can produce. And if, as a celebrated republiaan 
has ſaid, for thoſe who live under monarchic © | 
vernments, the * misfortunes of kings have _ ÞF. 
mething vaſtly more affecting and ſacred than it + 


x 
« 


© the misfortunes of ather men, maſt certainly the e 


fate of him who has filled the moſt brilliant 
..throne in the univerſe, demands a far more fan= ©: 
guine intereſt. This intereſt ought to increaſe,  — KF: 

in proportion as the deciſion which you are abuut 
; to. pronounce on his fate advances. Hitherto So 
you. have only heard the anſwers which he has 
made you. you have called him into the midſt © 
of you; he. is come with calmneſs, with courage, 


Sis innocence, ſtrong by the purity of his inten- 
tions, of the conſoling teſtimony of which no hu. _ 
man power can deprive him, and {upported in 


9 « 
1 6 «. 
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| tome ſort upon his paſt life, ke bes withed | that 


ou and that the nation by you ſhould know all 
e has done; he has even revealed his thoughts 


| to you. But in anſwering, you, thus at the ſame _ 
moment in which he was called, in diſcuſſing 


without preparation and without examination 


the accuſations which he did not anticipate, in 
delivering extempore, if L may ſo ſay, a juſtifi- 
cation which he never ſuſpected ought to be 
made to you, Louis. could. only declare his inno- 
cence; it has not been in his power to demon- 
| ſtrate it, he could not produce proofs . i 15. 
citizens, I bring. them to you, I bring them to 
that people in the name of which he is accuſed. 
I wish I. could be heard this moment. by all 
France. I could wiſh that this encloſure might | 
in an inſtant be enlarged to receive her citizens. | 
I. know that in ſpeaking to the repreſentatives of I 
the nation, I ſpeak. to the nation herſelf ; but 
Louis no doubtwill be allowed tao regret; that an. 
immenſe multitude of citizens having been im- 
preſſed with the accuſations of which he is the 
Object, have it not in their, power this day to 
appreciate the anſwers, which. deſtroy. them... 
What at preſent is of the. moſt . importance to 
aiim is to prove that. he 3 is not. culpable; that is 
huis only wiſh, his only thought. Louis well 
"© knows that Europe. waits with impatience for: 
| the judgment you are about to give, but he 
— himſelf only for France. He well: 
knows that poſterity will one day collect the. - 
pieces of this: great enden, which is raiſed. 
' between a nation and à man; but Louis thinks. 
uy. on bis coteimporaries ; VE ph, os only to. 
. V undeceive- 


5 5a W we 328 wilh te juſtify him. Like 
- him we forget Europe which is liſtening to us; | 
ve forget poſterity whoſe opinion is already s 
forming, we wiſh only to ſee the actual moment: 
our buſineſs reſpects only the fate of Louis; and 


5 commiſhon has oppoſed to us during the time 


from the involuntary omiſſions of his defenders ; 


8 Win 228 at 'te e en 1 e 


We e * a 1 | 


we ſhall think - our talk accompliſhed when we 


| mall have ſhown-that he is innocent. 1 


Further, citizens, T ought not to digemble to 


| you, and this has been à ſource of great grief, 


that time has been wanting to us all, but particu- ; 
lays me in preparing this defence. The moſt 
important materials were in our hands, and we 

| have ſcarcely been able to glance at chem. We : W 
found it expedient to claſs the pieces which the eff» 


which was allowed-us to examine them. Beſides, 
my concerns with the accuſed have deprived me 
of a great part of thoſe moments, which were 
intended for digeſting it. I have ſpent only a = © 
week in a cauſe — for its importance, its ſo= _ .. 
lemnity, its eelat, and its ſound in ages to come, 
if may fo expreſs myſelf, would have meriteed 
the meditation and the efforts of many months. es 
I therefore intreat you, citizens, to hear me with 
the indulgence with which even our reſpect for 
Jour decree, and the deſire of obeying it ought to 
ire you. Let not the cauſe of Louis ſuffer 


let your juſtice did our zeal, and let it be ſaid JF 
according to xe elegant expreſſion of the Roman 4 
orator, that you yourſelves" have labored in foms 1 


4 


N 


IP 


only preſent them with ſome principles, and 
| ſhould be content with ſaying that ſince the na- 
tion has aboliſhed royalty, nothing remains to 

propoſe reſpecting Louis; but my addreſs is like= - 


7 -will proceed to diſcuſs the 3 as he act of ac- 


 Thave to run over avaſt field, bor fhall abridge 


it by diviſion. 
Were I to unſwer m judges l 1 hould 


wiſe to the people; and Louis has too much at 


8 part, to deftroy the prejudices which they have 

imbibed, to evade a ſuperfluous taſk, and alſo an 
— obligation to diſcuſs all the facts Which have 
been imputed to him. 


I will firſt lay down che b ind: then - 


TENT declares. | 


k 4 7 25 NS Py Boe 8-54 ; 
| PRINCIPLES. RELATIVE. TO THE INVIOLABILITT\, 
| PRONOUNCED-BY THE CONSTITUTION. - 


1 have Save to examine e the PAS Ts under 
r points of vie p. So 
Under the point of view in which Louis found. - 
 hinaſelf placed, before the abelition of royalty. 4 
And under that in which he has found himſelf _ 2 
| placed, fince this abolition has been declared. 4 
In entering on this diſcuſſion I find at fiſt the 
- decree by which it is decided that Louis ſhall be 
1 by the National Convention, and I am 
not ignorant of the abuſe which ſome minds, more „ 
_ diſtinguiſhed perhaps for their ardor, than their  * Þ 
_ refleQion, have pretended to make of this decree.. i 
I know that they have ſuppoſed that by this 


ecken, f the Convention had taken WY 
n 


5 hand 5 "ITE W tlie inviolability under which. 5 
che conſtitution had ſcreehed him. 80 
Iknow that they havr ſaid that Louis could no 5 
more employ, this ee as a mean in his 
defence. ? 
This howerer- is an error which the Empleſt 
obſervation is ſufficient to diſſipate. 
What has the convention actually declared 7 
In decreeing that Louis ſhould be judged by 
hed all ſhe has decided is that ſhe conſtituted her- 
ſelf judge of the accuſation which ſhe herſelf had 
entered againſt him; but at the ſame time, ſhe 
conſtituted herſelf judge of this accuſation the 


Convention enjoined that Louis ſhould be heard, 
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and we are ſenſible how impoſſible” it: was that 
| ſhe ſhould judge him before he had beef heard. 
If then Louis has an unqueſtionable right to be 
heard before judgment is paſſed, he fas likewiſe 
a right of defending himſelf from the accuſation. 
of which he is the object, by all the methods 
which appear to kim the moſt proper to diſannul 
it. This is a right of all perſons accuſed; it be⸗ | 
longs to them by their quality even of accuſed. 

Ihe judge has no right to take from the accuſed 
one of theſe means of defence; he can only eſti- . 

| mate them i in his own judgment: 3 NA 
The Convention then has: only this faculty 
with reſpect to Louis; ſhe, will appreciate his 


„ i defende N we ſhall have preſented it; but 


before, ſhe can neither judge nor enfeeble it. 5 
Louis be deceived in the · principles of which he 
conſiders it important to avail himſelf, it will 

de for tlie Convention to diſcard card in her 
deciſion 4- but till then it is expedient that he Jn 
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1 
| hou him. Jaltice 3 it, the law: . it. — 242M 14 
Here meg are the ee e 1 2 _— R | 3 
e are ſovereign. FC 
They are free to chooſe that Sor: ak | ; 
ment, which appears to them the moſt fuitable.. | * 
They even ean, when they have diſcovered the — 
vices of that of which they have made trial, adopt | 
a new one in order to change their „ 
e£ do not diſpute this right of nations; it 155 2 


is im reſeriptible; it is written in our conſt itu- 
tional act; and it is not perhaps forgotten that 3 
7 it is to the efforts even of one of Louis's council; _ 


then a member of the conſtitutional aſſembly, 
that France is indebted for this kundamentab 
Rr placed in the number of her laws. 

But a great nation cannot herſelf exerciſe: her 
fovereignty; ; ſhe agate) unavoidably | do it by del- 

egation. 

The neceflity of ibis 8 leads her, en 
to make choice of 2 bes to form herſelf into! 
a republic. . 

In 1789, in chis ft epoch a "2 Gn: 
| which ſuddenly changed the form of government 

under which we had lived for ſo many ages, the 
nation aſſembled, declared to mandatories that ſhe - 
2 choſen—that he withed fora monarchic _ | 
ernment. - 

The monarchic government neceſſarily requi- 
red the inviolability of its chief. | 

The repreſentatives of the French people 
thought, that in acountry where the king was alene 
entruſted with the execution of the law, that the. 
— of chis law 3 with no obſtacles, or 

5 ſurmount 


10 


7 3 Fa F The executive i 


power wanted all the ſtrength of opinion; they 


thought it neceſſarythat he ſhould command that 


reſpect which enforces a due obedience to the 


— law; that he ſhouldkeep within their limits all the 


ſecondary authorities which tend only to devi- 


ate from them; that he ſhould repreſs or prevent 


all paſſions, which ſtrive to counteraCt the gen- 
eral good, that he ſhould watch with the great- 
eſt care all parts of the public order; in a word, 
that he ſhould hold in his hand without ceſſation, 


all the ſprings of government conſtantly bent, 
| and that he ſhould not ſuffer a ſingle one to 8 | 


They thought that, in order to diſcharge fo 


; Eur duties, it was requiſite that the monarch : 


uld be inveſted with great power, and that 


this power might have all freedom of exerciſe, it 
was neceſſary that it ſhould be inviolable. 


Beſides, the repreſentatives of the nation knew 
that nations did not create inviolability for kings 
but for themſelves ; that it was for their own 
tranquillity, for their own happineſs, and becauſe 


in monarchic governments, the tranquillity would 


be continually interrupted, if the chief of the 


ſupreme power did not inceſſantly oppoſe 


the inflexibility of the law to all the paſſions, or 


to all the digreſſions which might Kaner a or 


violate the general orders. e 
In fine, they conſidered this maxim n of a neigl- 


bouring people as a moral. as well as a N N 


principle, that the faults of kings can never be 
rſonal; that the unhappineſs of their ſituations, 


| 1900" ſeduQtions v * incircle . ought dg, 3 


— 


8 


— 


5 * 


11 


| 
to induce them to impute even the crimes, Which 
they may commit, to evil counſellors, and that it 
was better for the people whoſe inviolability was 
their true birthright, to remove from them every 
kind of reſponſibility, and rather to preſuppoſe 


their folly, than to expoſe them to aſſaults which 


will tend only to occaſion great revolutions. - 
It is on theſe ideas the repreſentatives of the 


8 laid the baſis of the eonſtitation, which 


8 rance had aſked of them. 
I then turn to the conſtitution, and ſon in che 


Frſt chapter on royalty, that royalty is indiviſible, 


and that it deſcends from male to male heredita- 


rily i in the reigning family, © « 

80 I obſerve at firſt that the title which has 
conferred royalty on Louis is a delegation. 

There has been a MING o on the ORIGIN of 
this delegation. 

Some have aſked if it were a compaltk 

Others in particular have demanded if it were 
not a ſynallagmatic compact. a 

But theſe queſtions were only about work 

Without doubt this delegation was not a com- 
| pat of the nature of thoſe, which can be diſſolved 
only by the mutual conſent of the parties. It is 
evident that it is only a mandamus, a prerogative 


5 of the exerciſe of ſovereignty, the principle of which 
was reſerved to the nation, and which ſhe could 


gt alienate, and therefore a prerogative revoca- 


blle in its eſſence, as are all mandamuſes; but it 


vas a compact in this ſenſe, that ſo long as it ſub- 
ſiſted and was not repealed, it obliged the mandant, 
or conſtituent to fulfil the conditions under which 


wo had: 3 28 it, as it obliged the mandatory to 
| fulfil. 


- _— 


x Ae, ——- —— eto | 
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duet ot under which he had An 


Lt us put away the controverſy which reſpects 
terms only, and lay down at firft, that the conſti- 
tutional act, in ſubjeQting Louis to diſcharge mow | 


fidelity the auguſt function with which the n 


tion has entruſted him, could not ſubmit him wet 
other conditions, orto any other pains, than thoſe, | 


which are written in the mandamus itſelf.-- 
Let us ſee then what are thefe pains, or theſe 
conditions written in the mandamus. 


I paſs to the ſecond article and read, os. the 
. of the king is inviolable and Peres ; and 


Lobſerve that this inviolability is laid down in an 
abſolute manner. There is no condition which 


alters it, no exception which modifies, no ſhade, | 
which ONE: it; it is in two words, and it 18 


entire. 


But here are is 5 1 by the 5 


conſtitution, and which, without altering the 


inviolability of the King, fince they reſpect his 
character as king, o long as he enjoys it, ſuppoſe - 


certain circumftances in which he may lofe this 
character and ceaſe to be king. 


The firſt of theſe hypotheſes falls under axticls 8. 

ec If, a month after the invitation of the legiſla- 

tive body, the king have not taken the oath of 
« fidelity to the nation and to the law, and to 


ec maintain the conſtitution, or, if after having 


« having abdicated royalty.” 


The nation here obliges the king to take the 5 
ak of fidelity, and to obferve it when he has 8 


. it. 


OP the king o to retract we oath 3 is, no doubt, a | 


| crime 


* 
* 


c taken it he withdraw it, he 18 be confidered as 125 


r. — 
r oy 


ſhe pronounces not the word dichẽance; for ſafety 


* 


. — ; 
crime againſt the nation. The conftitution an- 
ticipated this crime; and what is the pain, which 
it declares? It is that the king will be conſidered 
as having abdicated royalty. _ 2 
I badly explain myſelf in ſpeaking of pain; for 
it is not in fact a pain, which the law pronounces, 
in the legal ſenſe of che word; it is not a judg- 
ment, which the law ordains, it is not a dechzrnce, 
which it eftablifhes ; this word is not a ſingle time 
expteſſed in the law; it is a Tuppoſition, which it 
creates, and by which it declares that, in the hy- 
potheſis which it anticipated, it will be preſumed 
that the king bas abdicated royalty.” © 
"Words here, legiſlators, are not indifferent. 
It is evidently out of xeſpect for the character 
of king, that the conſtitution has endeavoured tq 
ſhun wounding him even in the terms; through 
this motive ſhe has affected the choice of ſuch ex- 
preſſions as ſhe has adopted, and has made uſe of 
no other. You perceive the has created no tri- 
bunal, that ſhe 8 of no judgment, and that 


the has conſidered herſelf as obHged only to an- 

ticipate the caſe, in which ſhe may have occafion 
to complain of the perfidies or wicked attempts 
of the king, and ſhe has faid, if ſuch an inſtance 
ſhould happen, it will be preſumed that the king 


has conſented to the revocation of the mandamus . ..Y 
which I had given him: and Tam at liberty to 2 


JJV c 

I Well know it is always neceſſary to declare 

the preſumption of ſuch reyocation, and that al- 

FF though the conſtitution ſhould be ſilent on the | 
mode in which this declaration ought to be con- - 
A www). 235 - 0000 
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ed, it is « certainly te to the nation \ ihe right of 
L it belongs; but, in fine, chis is no- 

ng more than a fiction; and this fiction real- 
1zed, is not, to 1 Oo with propriety, a Pare; it it 1s 
a Tat. - 

I have juſt ſaid that the conſtitution had anti- 
1 the caſe. in which the king might retract 
his oath of fidelity; but without retracting this 
oath the king might betray it; he might make at- 
tempts on the ſafety of the nation, he might lead 
che power againſt 2 $4 which ſhe, on the other 
hand, had given him ta defend her. The conſti- 
tution anticipated thus. crime too; what 088. the | 
D 5 | 

Under the tele 6 ir Tays, - 5 

ce If the king place himfelf at he, heal 5 an 


tc army, and direct its ſtrength againſt the nation, 


« or, if he. do not hinder, by a formal act, ſuch an 5 


dlc undertaking, carried on in his name, he ſhall be 2 | 


4 conſidered as having abdicated royalty.” * 
I intreat you, citizens, to take notice here of 


| the character of the crime anticipated by the law. 


 — to put himſelf at the head of an army; 


1 and to direct its ſtrength againſt the nation.“ 
Certainly a crime more important cannot exiſt; 

it includes all others. It ſuppoſes in the combi- 
nations, which prepare it, all the -perfidies, all 
the machinations, all the plots which are neceſ- 
 farily conſequent on ſuch undertakings, it ſup- 
_ poſes in its effects all the horrors, all the plagues, = 
all the calamities which a bloody (inteſtine war 
carries in its train. And yet what does the con- 
ſtitution again pronounce : ? The e of 


3 . Ariel 


— 


4 | = 155 
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Article * anticipates the caſe, in which 
the king ſhall leave the kingdom, and in 
which he ſhall refuſe to comply» with the 
invitation made him, by the members of the le- 
giſlative body, toreturn within the limits preſcri- 
bed by them. And what does the conſtitution 
again pronounce The 1 e 
royalty. 
„ fine, article 8, which is very important, 5 
contains the following; « After an expreſs or 
cc legal abdication, the kin > ſhall be ranked with 
ce the citizens, and ſhall be liable to be accu-- 
e fed and tried like them, for action Poflerier. fo 
« his abdication.” _ 
There is. no occaſion for my defining; an expreſs 
: abdication. 42. 
A. legal en 15: defined-by the. articles "UE „ 
which I have enumerated: „ 1 
The reſult then is, that it is only after a volun- 
tary abdication, or the commiſſion of one of thjge 
crimes, which are conſequent on the preſump- . 
tion of abdication, that the bing 18 enrolled n 1 So 
the citizens. | 
The king was not then before enrolled among: WET. 
the citizens. 85 5 
He then had A conſtitutional, particular, ſep⸗ | 
arate exiſtence, abſolutely. diſtin from that of 
other citizens; and whence did he derive this 
particular privileged exiſtence; if it be not from 3 
the law, which ſtamped on him tlie facred charac- | 44 
T ter of inviolability, which was indelible until | 
K his expreſs or legal abdication. 
Obſerve that the law, which ſays that the 35 | 


is enrolled . the citizens alder a legal abdi- 
| cation, 


* 
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— 


cation, had just ES a this plication the 3 
of what ? Of the greateſt crimes, which a king 


can perpetrate againſt a nation, that of directing 
an army againſt her, with a view to conquer, or 


enſlave her: and it is after this atrocious crime 


that ſhe declares him enrolled among the citizens. 
She does not ſuppoſe then that, even taken with 


arms in his hands, the king can loſe his life; ſhe 


does not ſuppoſe that he is liable tobe condemnedto 


any puniſhment; 3 ſhe does not ſuppoſe he can ever. 
receive any other, than the abdication of royalty. 


Citizens, how many different explanations do 


the texts of the conſtitutional law, thys brought 
together admit; and what light do they throw on 


the queſtion which I here diſcufs ! . 
But I proceec. 


— 


When the king is enrolled among the citizen, 


he may be tried like them. 5 
But for what acts? 
For thoſe paſterior to his 1 


Then for thoſe anterior to his abdication he 
cannot be tried, in the ſenſe in which we com- 


monly. underſtand.this term. 
All that can be applied to theſe acts Is che] pre- 


dunption of this abdication itſelf. 


Ibis is all the conſtitution would have, and we 5 


cannot enlarge the text. _ 
And in other reſpects the law. is perfe&tly 
equal between the legiſlative body and the king, 


Thoſe of the legiſlative body had it likewiſe in 


their power to betray. the nation; they could 
abuſe the power with which ſhe had entruſted 


them; the: could prolong this power beyond the 


n wen ſhe had ROT they could invade her 
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: 
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ſtitutional act, or are not. 


act you Sree try them; for then there is no law 
applicable to them, and you know that one of 

the moſt ſacred rights of man is, that he can be 
tried only according to the laws promulgated pri- 


7 tion of abdicating royality- 


7 conſtitutional act; for the conſtitutionakact an- 
ticipated one of them: which is the moſt-atrocious . 
of all, and in which all others are neceffarily 


by turning her own forces againſt her- However 
one wil underſtand it; every thing is expreſſed in 

this. All the perfidies of which Louis could 
have been guilty, in the deſign of overthrowing 
the conſtitution, which he had promiſed to main- 
tain, are nothing elſe than a war, made on the 


17. 


ſovereignty ! | the nation had a right no doubt to 
diſſolve this ambidextrous body; but there , 
was no puniſhment pronounced by the conſtitu- 


tion, againſt the body on the members. = j 


I will now apply theſe principles. * 5 
Louis is aceuſed; he is accuſed in the name of : 


: the nation ; he 1s accuſed of many crimes. 


| Theſe crimes either are anticipated by the eon- - 
I 


If they are not anticipated by the conſtitutional : 


or to the commiſſion of the crime. 
If they are anticipated by the conſtitutional 
act, then Louis has only ineured the preſump- 


But further, I ſay they are anticipated by the 


included it is that of war made on the nation, 


nation; and this war taken in a figurative ſenſe, 
is far leſs terrible, than the conflagrations, the 
maſſacres, the devaſtations; which war taken in 
a literal ſenſe always occaſions. Well citizens?! 


fror all cle crimes the law only pronounces” the 


2 . Fe 


+Y $4 <A Fler, abdication of royalty. _ in datos 


=. _ herſelf has aboliſhed royalty, the can no, more 
Pronounce this abdicatin. 
mme nation, without doubt, had the right of. 
bee ee. 
She could change the form we the French bene 
E „ 8 ernment. INCH A 
Butĩ could 88 ths. Cats, of "RFP 
_ Could ſhe diveſt him of the right of a trial br 
1 i 2 laws eny to which he had ſubmitted? 
=: _ 5 | be ao bon ſhe; Re Ul IRE T4 which 
1 * 2 2 right 5 tell you? BT 
==... When the convention 000 formed, I was a 
8 priſoner of the nation. 
_ You therefore could decide on ME fare as x you. 
-  wiſhtodo this day. r 
8 Mhy have you not decided "4 8 

ave abel royalty; I 1 
Abr but if you had ſuſpended this declaration 
che national pleaſure, and | if you had begun by ._ 
75 iſing and trying me, 3 8 N mn nflites 
dn me no Scher pagy than. the ee 

4 royalt W 

75 Why: one Jock brakes 

5 8 e u have done injure 3 

lace yourſelves independent of the 

75 De then: declare e an is: 
What! I do psig me. and E 
bon have annihilated the conſtitutidnal act, 20 
3 to deprive me of the advantage of it 
"ia with. to. 8 me z and becauſe R you can. 


NED. - I very well know at this 2 that the; kom 25 
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bad: no. GY 88 to. 8 you!) haven N of” 
2 me, you think to pronounce one dif- 
ferent from that to which I had ſubmitted. any cl ſelf! 
Tou wiſh ta puniſh me; and becauſe you kno 
of no law to which you can Wes me, 198. think 
1 5 82 en,” We X 
At: ay, there is no ower equal ; 
to ours; but there is one I you have 
not; it is that of being unjuſt. 


Citizens, I know. of no ee to this defence. e 


Fet ſome are opf oſed to it. 8 
It is+ faid that the nation 9 not, . 
1 her ſovereignty, renounce the. right of | - 
_ puniſhing otherwiſe, than by-the penalties. of the 
- _  _ conllitfition, 088 cximen. which 19 Samet 
1 45 ks _ gan her.. © 
Brut chat has a double: meaning hich! it is very 
1 © aſtoniſhing any ane ſhould even allow himſelf. 
Ibe nation could give. herſelf A. conſtitutional 
RS = law. + 
She could not renounte the right of changing 
cis law, becauſe this right was inherent in the 
very eflence of her ſovereignty, but ſhe could not 
tis day a, without raiſing an enraged univerſe 
OE. againſt her, I wall not execute the law Thave giv- . 
een myſelf, notwithſtanding the ſolemn oath with 
Which F have promiſed to Execute it as Jong. AS it 
3 ſubfiſt, * 
Juso ſuppoſe ſuch. Jangunge,: would is to infult 
5 the national loyalty, and to ſuppoſe. that on the 
Part of the repreſentatives of the Frenek people, 
- the conſtitution Ha only Deen the. moſt Dae 
: Wh all ſnares. 
e hare: 0 alſo that if he * 
18. 
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3 18 accuſed; = not in the nn 28, 
then all that enn be determined, is that he can be 
tried either by the principles of natural, wk OY: 2 
" of political right. = 5 
To this objection I anſwer two things. . 
The firſt is that it would be very ſtrange; that 
the „e ſhould not enjoy that right, e ich the 
1 iy By th every citizen; viz. that of being tried 
| * the laws aud not in v7 N Judg- ; 
ment, iy 


The out; is, that! it is not true that the crimes "I 


"bo which they accuſe Louis are not in the conſti- 5 
tutional ä | 
In ſhort, what is it for which he is repicacked? i 
It is for havin betrayed the nation, by co-op- 
ig - with all fis might to favor the attempts 
; witch? have, been made to, overthrow the _ 
- tution. 
Now this crime is evidently ranked” under the 
5 ſecond head of the 6tharticle, which refpects the 
Caſe, in which the king ſhall Not counteract at- 8 
tempts made in his name. 
But if the crime, intimated iter the fiſt head: 8 
af the ſame article, which is that of a war made 
on a nation, the king at the head of an army, and 
Misch is vaſtly more important tllan the fecond, 5 
is to be puniſhed only by the preſumed ahdication 
off royalty, how can we inflict a greater puniſh-. | 
ment for a crime of leſs importance | 
I ſeek the moſt ſpecious objections which haye 
been offered ; IWOuld wiſh to run over them all. 
1 ſpeak net of what ſome haye faid, chat Louis : 
* been tried by inſurrettiunn. 2 
- Reaſon and ſentiment 2 refule the dif 5 
. . 


an” _ 


— . . * 5 
0 — Fd 


8 1 * hen” e 3 


| but I ſhall e 
„ 3 * law has anticipated 
is 


* 


ö cuſſion . a maxim, " tetruQtive of all liberty and 
1 ice, of a maxim which expoſes the life and the 


nor of every citizen, and which is contrary to 


| -the very nature of an inſurrection. 
de not pretend to examine the hers 


which diſtinguiſh lawful inſurrections, and thoſe 
which are not lawful ; national inſurrections, and 
thofe which are only partial; but I ſay an inſur- 


rection is by its nature a ſudden and violent reſiſt- 
ance te ſuppoſed oppreſſion; and of courſe it 
cannot be a reflected action or a Ju udgment. 


I ſay, that in a nation which has any conſtitu- 


5 tional law, an inſurrection can only be a claim 
to that law, and the provocation of a trial found. 


ed on the diſpoſition which ſhe has conſeerated. 


In fine, I fay that every republican or other 


conſtitution, which ſhall reſt on this fundamental 


baſis, and which will give to inſurrection alone, 
it matters not whatever its nature or object be, 
all the characters which belong only to the law, 
will be only a houſe of ſand, which the firſt pop- 


ular guſt will overthrow. 


Nor do I ſay, as has been ſaid, that ropalty 18. a 
crime becauſe it is an uſurpation. Os 
The crime here would be on the part of the 


55 nation, which would have ſaid, I offer you royal- 
| ky, but to herſelf ſhe would have faid, I will puns . 
1th you if you accept it. 


But it has been objected, that Louis, ſince he 


| had violated the conſtitutional laws could not in- 


At firſt, "a 10 uppoſe that he has violated its 5 


y prove the contrary, 
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its violation, and has diclired againſt” this "7 


tion no other penalty, than the prefumed abdi- 


cation of royalty. 
Some have a erted that Louis ought to. be tri- 


eld as an enemy. 


But is he not an phy wk puts: himſelf at the 


is 5 head of an army againſt his own. nation? And yet- 


it is very neceſſary to repeat it, ſince it is forgot- 


ten, that the conſtitution did anticipate this Caſe,, 
and fixed the penalty. | 
It has been laid that the king was inviolable, 
only for every citizen; but that between a nation 
and a king, ere was no more natural affinity... 
But in this caſe the republican functionaries 
themſelves could not ſue” for thoſe e 


| which the law had given them. 


Ihe repreſentatives. of the nation then will be 
no more jnviolable againſt the people, for what 
they ſhall have ſaid or done in quality of repre- 


fentatives. | What an incanceivable ſyſtem'! 


Ir has likewiſe been ſaid, if there be no law | 
applicable to Louis, His fate ſhould op end on 
the: pleaſure of the people. 


Citizens, Thereanſwer in the words of Bonfftau.. 


„ Wherel ſceneitherthelaw ,whichwe oughtto 


75M follow, nor.the judge who ought to pronounce 
it, I cannot leave it. to the general will. The 
4 general will, as ſuch cannot decide 2 0 on a 


« man, or on a fact. 
Such a text needs no comment: f 
' There put a ſtop to this Jong i: train bor objec- 


EE tions, which I have collected from all, the wri- | 


tings, which have been publiſhed, and which, as 
we have ſeen, POTS not the 1 I have : 


Rid down,. Ee = Hope Dut | 


— 


— 


quences; gither that the law ought not to be 
produced in the abſolute ſenſe, in Which ĩt is pre- 


„ 


lented, ox that it ought 'not to be put in execu- 
- tion. a | 5 5 


Now, on the firſt point L anſwer, that in 1789, 
when -this law was diſcuſſed, in the conſtituent 
aſſembly, all the doubts, all the objections, and 


all- the difficulties ' which have this day been re- 
newed, were then propoſed ; it is a fact which it 


is impoſſible to diſpute, which is depoſited in all 


che journals of that time, and the prof of which 
is in the hands of every one; and yet the law was 


adopted, fuch as is written in the conſtitutional 


act. 


| * 


Then at this day we can underſtand it in ne 
other ſenſe, -than in that, which this act itſelf 
preſents. . BE 5 5 


% — 


Then we cannot limit the abſolute inviolability 


— 


»- 


AM 


; 


1 


2 


But furthermore, it ſeems to me that Whatever 
has been ſaid or may be ſaid againſt the inviolabil- 

it y, pronounced by the "eonfirutional act, there 
can be only one or the other of theſe two conſe- 


Then we can no more countenance che diſtinc- 
tions, by which ſome would change the intention 
bf the aw, or diſguile it. ret 


which it pronounces, to a relative or modified 
JJ 8 
Reſpecting the ſecond point, T anſwer, that if 
the law of inviolability were unreaſonable, abſurd, 
and fatal to the national liberty, it muſt continue 
to be put in execution till repealed, becauſe the 
nation has accepted.-it,.in accepting the conſtitu- 
tion; becauſe that in accepting it ſhe has juſti- 
Hed her Tepreſentatives in the error for which 


% 


they, are reproached, and becauſe ſhe "ON ſworn 
to execute it, as long as it ſhall exiſt, which allows 
of no more objections. __ 

The nation undoubtedly has a right” this day to 
declare that ſhe wiſhes:no more for a monarchic 
government, ſince. it is impoſſible for this govern- 
ment to ſubſiſt without the inviolability of its 
chief; ſhe may renounce this government, on ac- 
count of this inviolability; ; but ſhe can never 
_ efface it for the time, in which Louis filled the 
conſtitutional throne. Louis was inviolable 
while he was king ; the abolition of royalty can 


: | change nothing 1 in his condition; the only. reſult 


is that we can inflict on him, no other penalty, 


than the preſumed abdication of royalty; but 


for that alone, we can inflict no other. 
Thus from this diſcuſſion, let us cagelude that | 
Where there is no law applicable, there can be 
no trial 3 and where there is no trial, there can 


be no condemnation. pronounced. 
I ſpeak of condemnation; but obferve, that if 


you take from Louis the inviolability of king, you 
owe him at leaſt the rights of citizen; for you 
cannot deprive him of the quality of kings a at the 
time you declare you will try him. 
Now if you intend to try Louis as a citizen, I 


would aſk where are thoſe ſelf-preſerving forms, 
Which every citizen has the impreſeriprible >: a 


of claiming ?. 
I Iwouldaſk, Where this ſeparation of, powers, 
without which there can exiſt no conſtitution nor 
” would alk, where; are thoſe j juris (grand juries) 
| of accufation and of gh, a kind of! hoſtages” | 


3 * i 
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vourſelyes are his accuſers 


ö 
given I citizens by law, 8 the guarantee of 
their ſafety and innocence? 

I would aſk of you, where is this ſo neceſſar) 
faculty of exception, which ſhe herſelf has placed 
between hatred and paſſion, in order to remove 


PLES: them 7 


1 Seals aſk, where is that proportion of ſuf- 


forages which ſhe with ſuch wiſdom has eftabliſh- 


ed, with aview to avert or milignts. the condem- 
nation ? | 
I would aſk, ere! is that lent ſcrutiny, which 


induces the judge to examine himſelf before he 
gives ſentence, and which locks up in the ſame 


urn, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, both his 
opinion and the teſtimony of his conſcience ? 
In a word, I would aſk, where are all thoſe 


religious precautions, which the law has taken, 
that the citizen, even when culpable, ſhould 


never be puniſhed except by the law ?? 
Citizens, I will ſpeak with the freedom of a free- 


man. I look among you for Judges, but I ſee. 


nothing but accuſers. + 
You will decide on the fate of Louis; 3 and you 
You will decide on the fate of Louis ; 7 you 

have already forgotten your promiſe l 
You will decide on the fate of Louis; and | 

your thoughts travel all over Europe! 
Louis then will be the only Frenchman fat 


- whom. there was found neither law nor form 1. 


He will have neither the rights of Sa, nor 


the prerogatives of king ! 


He will enjoy neither his ancient nor * new 


5 condition 25 5 5 


* 


2 


* n 


What a ſtrange and inconceivable defting” ! 


But 1 inſiſt not on theſe reflections, 1 abindon' 


them to your conſciences ; I do not wiſh to de- 
fend Louis with principles only; I wiſh to en- 
counter the prejudices: which the people have 

_ imbibed reſpecting his intentions and his charac- 


ter ; I will deſtroy them. I will therefore exhib- 
it to you his juſtification in the diſcuſſion of thoſe 


facts, which your act of accuſation declares. 

1 ſhall divide this act into two parts. 

- Firſt, I ſhall run over the facts Which prece- 
ded the conſtitution. 1 

1 then ſhall examine. thoſe which followed. 


| DISCUSSION OF FACTS: £1 
FIRST PART. ; 


FACTS ANTERIOUR To THE ACCEPTATION OF 85 


IHRE CONSTITUTION: 
5 1 a 2 : 


Ac ene you go back to the month of # 555 


1 ; I alſo go back to that period. 


And hew could you accuſe Louis * bas 8 
bet the 20th of June, to diſſolve the aſſembly. 


of the repreſentatives of the nation ? 


Have 209; forgotten that it Was he who had F 


formed it? 
Have you forgotten that "RE more then 1 50 


years, princes, more jealous of their power than 
ever he was, had- always refuſed to call an aſſem- 


bly; that he alone of them all had had the cour- 
age; that alone he had dared to be environed 


With the lights and confolations of his People, 
and had never dreaded their claims ? 1 5 


— 


„ Hare 


/ 


2 T 


8 you B all the faerifices he made 
before this great national convocation ; how much 
he retrenehed from his power in order to add to 
our liberty; that ſatisfaction which he expreſſed: 
in ſo iy, a manner at feeing us enjoy that in- 


valuable 50 which he himſelf had beſtowed 


on us? 


Citizens, we are this day. very- far PE that 


: moment; we have too much effaced it from our 
memory; we think not ſufficiently on the ſitua- 
tion of France in 1287; on the empire where 
abſolute authority then held her ſway ; the reſ- 
pectful fear which ſhe infuſed; without a gener- 
ous movement of the pleaſure of this prince, _ 
againſt whom ſo many voices are this day raiſed, 


the nation had not been aſſembled. And do you 


think that the man, who had voluntarily exerciſed 


this pleaſure, at once ſo bold and noble, could in a 


month after exerciſe one ſo different? 


Lou reproach him for the agitations of the 


month of July, the troops cantoned around Paris, 
and the movements of thoſe troops. 


I might inform you that Louis has largely. 
proved that he had not the intentions ſome have 


ſuppoſed. : 


I might inform you, that the troops cantoned 


around Paris, were conducted thither only to de- 
fend Paris from the agitateurs ; that far from ha- 
ving received orders to withſtand the citizens, 


they had been directed to ſtand ſtill before them; 


that I myſelf ſaw theſe orders when I had oppor- 
Ho ney: to defend the general of thoſe troops, ac- 
cuſe 


* of high treaſon, and whom the nation did 
not 


_ Brjrval. Det de Lauis. 


— — oe * 
- 
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| not ebe to abfolve. . 


But I have a ſtill better anſwer ts lle you * 


and 3 it is the nation, which has furniſhed me with 
. 


Le, on the .4th of Auguſt, the de nation 


3 proclaiming Louis the reſtorer of the French liberty, 


entreating him to unite with her in offering the 


| homage of their mutual acknowledgments to the 
ſupreme Being, and voting a medal to 1 comet 
the remembrance of this great epoch. 


But I- find 8 month of 7 no more for 


Louis! 


You have reproached Rim for bringing the 


regiment de Flandres to Verſailles. 


The municipal had demanded it. 
The inſult offered the national cockade. _ 
Louis himſelf has anſwered you, that if this 


diode fact did exiſt, of which he was Ss 
it had never taken place in his preſence. 


Reſpecting the decrees of the IIthof Auguſt. 


They were "dictated to him by his conſcience. 


And how could he not have had the liberty of 


nis opinion on thoſe deerees, ſince the 80 had 


allowed him the right of oY them? 
You have reproached him for 


| 5th and 6th of October. 82 
Citizens, there is but one e here for | 


Louis, VIZ. not to recal thoſe events. 9 


T had rather myſelf recal to your minds hs 


beautiful movement of Louis towards the Na- 


tional Aſſembly, on the 4th of February, og that ; 


of the Aſſembly towards him. ; 
Thad rather recal to your minds, that in "ths | 


0 monch of July following, che e of 


dhe N 


1 


e events of the c 


8 —— 


+ letters. | 
Citizens, There have many: anſwers to Aa | 


ſuch a diſtinguiſhing mark of confidence 9 


evinces their opinion of him. 
Tou ſay, that ſince this Rulctatiods Louis has 
atten to corrupt the minds of the people, 


ſaid that this money had produced nothing. 
_ You bring. againſt 1 theſe” memoirs- and 


a ; 


In the firſt place, were Ito defend a common 


J would obſerve, that in the very ſeals; which 


pieces. 


29 
the people 1 aonſtitured Louis the chief 
of the national federation ; and without doubt, 


- thatithere have been found with him certain 

memoirs in which Talon is held up as deſtined to 
5 act i in Paris, and Mirabeau as appointed to excite 
2 counter-revolutional movement in the provin- 
ces; that there have been found certain letters 
alſo from the adminiſtrator of his civil liſt, 
which ſpeak of money ſcattered about, and which £ 


perſon accuſed, I -ſhould inſiſt that pieces which 
could only! have been. produced as a teſtimony 
againſt him, by an invaſion of his dwelling, could | 


not be urged in oppoſition to him. 


juſtice ſtamps on the papers of every accuſed 
perſon, there-has never been an inventory taken 
of the pieces ſealed up, except in the pref- 
ence of the accuſed, who Was. the object of thoſe 


I would add, that otherwiſe nothing would be ; 


accuſed perſon, . and to POW him of fuch as 


5 1 would juſtify him. 
In 8 1 would ſay, that were it not for this -_ 
VVV ſacred 


— 


5 eaſier for-the malevolent or inimical, than to ſlip s 
under ſeal ſuch pieces as are litely to expoſe an 


| Gered form. of the neceſſity of the EG of” 
every accuſed perſon at every inventory of the 
; + exiſting, or ſeized in his dwelling, the 
| honour as well as the liberty of every citizen, 
* would be continually e to the moſt; immi- 
/// Hen danger. {6 
| | Now of this defence, of bk L ſbould. have 
a right to avail myſelf in favour of every accuſed 
perſon, I muſt certainly have a right to avail 91 5 
ſelf in favor of Louis. 
The dwelling of Louis has been invaded ; his 
cabinets opened; his bureaux broken; a great 
part of his papers ſcattered or loſt; the law has. 
not placed them under her ſafeguard ; he has had ö 
no ſeals; there has been no inventory made with. 
Louis; during the tumult of the invaſion „ 
could remove or take away certain pieces; they 
_ could lay aſide thoſe eſpecially, which would have 
explained thoſe which give offence. In a word, 
Louis was not. there when thoſe pieces were fois. 
ed; he did not attend at the collection of them; | 
nor did he attend at the examination of them ; ill 
he then has the right to know nothing reſpecting 
| them, and they ta deduce no 1 8 from | 
. them againſt him. | 
4% wy HhBut further, what are theſe SE”. Kt: 
bold They are, in tlie firſt place, letters of a dead man. | : 
i Pl | > 


- ' 


But can the letters of a dead man amount to a 
proof in this caſe? 
5 Were the perſon, to whom they have been 
5 imputed⸗ ſtill alive, they could not be charged on 
bim before having aſcertained his hand-writing; 
bow can they charge them on a third perſon; 
bow can they charge them on Louis? 
I bey ſay theſe letters [peak of. > RIPE ſcatter- | 
ed about. | N Bur 


Wait until the nation has heard and pronounced. 


> I 


But eh this fact, which the letters them- 


ſelves do not explain, or of which they do not 
mention the motive, ſhould be true; although they 
bad abuſed the beneficence of Louis, although 
under pretence of right intentions, and by pre- 
ſenting him with a good project, they ſhall have 
taken from him greater or leſs ſums, do we not 


know with whit addreſs they deceive kings ? 


Do kings know the truth? Do they know eit? 
Are they not always ſurrounded with ſnares ? 
Are not ſome people continually employed in ap- 
propriating to themſelves, either their power, or 
their treaſures: and frequently even to their detri- 
ment? And will they, not be convicted of cor- 


ruption by that alone, that ſome importunate, or 


intriguing men will have provoked, or vexed-1 in 


ſome meaſure, their munificence ? 
They ſpeak of a memorial, addreſſed to Louis, 
in which Mirabeau is repreſented (fay they) as. 


_ diſpoſed to ſtir up a counter-revolutional move- 
ment in the provinces. 


But can the king anſwer for certain memorials 
preſented to him? Can he verify the allegations : ? 


| Can he aſcertain the facts? 


How unhappy then would be the condition of 


; kings, if they were thus charged with all the 
ſuſpicions, which might excite the claims, Wan 


are addreſſed ta them 
Mirabeau, citizens, en his public life, w Was 


exceedingly Pour. 8 


18 popularity has even K his e ; | 
His memory is this day inſulted, but a voice -. 
is raiſed. to defend it before the nation; we muſt 


I — 


2. project, and. that in 
Written. 85 5 
But afterwards Miraheau nds Fayette were 
the two moſt-popular men of the nation; they 
were both of them reſolute for the conſtitution 
and. liberty; they had both of them a great aſ- 
cendant over the minds of the people. Louis de- 
fixed them to concert meaſures together. For 
For the good. of the Nate. Theſe are 
the terms of the letter; where then is the crime? ; 
Tou have repraached him for his letter to 
2 GeneralBouille-of the hay heparin, the lame 
ear. | | 


A * 


W the 1 what do all theſe n alltheſe 


- memorials, all theſe writings offer perſonally to 
Louis? There is not a ſingle circumſtance; to ac- 


cuſe him; there is not even the ſhadow of a proof, 


which e been received, either from the plans 


which have been preſented to him, or from the 


propoſitions which have been made to him. The 
poſtſcripts, which have been obſerved in the me- 
morials, import nothing but the date, and. the 
name of the author; nothing can be gathered 
from them to inform us of the opinion, which he 
entertained; and undoubtedly, if it be permiſſi- 
ble to cite the teſtimony of public opinion, his 
character, diſtinguiſhed for the ſtricteſt probity is 
alone amply ſufficient to kxculpate him from 
every blemiſh. a 


With reſpect to- the letter, which 1 iS aid to | 


have been written by Louis to La Fayette, in 1790, 
in which he is ſaid to have requeſted him to con- 
cert meaſures with Mirabeau. oy 


It appears, in the firſt ay that this was only 


what ? 


act there was no r 


— 


* * . 


33 


—— . 


But here a L's not even to juſtify himſelf ; 


He has only followed the example of the repreſen- 5 


tatives of the nation; the repreſentatives of the 
nation had decreed on the 34 of September, that 


Bouillé ſhould be applauded for having gloriouſly 
4 3 his duty. Louis himſelf wrote to him 


e day following, to encourage him to continue 


7 5 the nation the ſame ſervices; how can 
we cenſure him for having thought and acted as 


the repreſentatives of the nation themſelves 
thought and acted? | 


You have eee of him an account of the 
collection made at the en 28th of Feb- 
ruary, 1789. 

But this collection was not the deat of e 3 
certain vague rumours had been the occaſion of 
it ; certain men of an ardent zeal, thought his 


pee in ſome danger; and were rallied about 
him. Louis could not prevent their zeal, but he 
was eager at leaſt to bridle it; he bimfelf made 
them lay down the arms which they carried with 
them, and he was the firſt to calm the anxiety. 
under which the people had labored. 99 

You have repronched: him for bis voyage to 
Varennes, 

But Louis at the time explained is motives of 


it to the conſtituent aſſembly, and I . as he 
did, to the ſame motives. 


res would have him give you an account a 


| ihe blood ſhed the 920 of July, at the er Oo: 
_  de-Mars. © | 


Citizens, of all the reproaches, which you have 


offered him, that above all is one of - thoſe which | 
What oe 


weigh the moſt-in his mind, 


* 
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What do you accuſe him of the hood thed 


in the Champ-de-Mars I. Would you have that 


blood fall on him] and have you. then forgotten 
that at that cruel period, this unhappy prirce- 
was diveſted of the authority which he enjoyed? 
Locked up in his palace, priſoner of the nation, 
without any communication abroad, under guard, 
what could he do? | 

In fine, you have reproached 1 5 for b 
aid with the. civil liſt certain libels, in order to 
pervert the public opinion, and ſupport the cauſe 


of the emigrants. 
. T ſhall preſently have accaſion to ſpeak of what 


reſpects thoſe emigrants, and 1 ſhall find no dif- 


_ fieultyin proving that Louis never had a ee 
to ſupport. or favor their cauſe.” 

But as for the libels, I obſerve, in the firſt place, 
that they were not. found with the adminiſtrator 
of the civil liſt, as you have been told the receipts 
of all the writings were; that it was with his 
_ ſecretary, who is not even known to the king, and 
that we cannot naturally charge Louis for. the 
abuſe, which certe in ſubalterns may make of their 
functions, or for the intentions which 00] x 
| have ſhown. - 

But after all, if 1 had done, not to n 
opinion, but to corroborate it, what fo many fac- 
tious ones on their ſide did to miſguide or Ne 
it in their march, where would then be the crime? 

The nation has this day decreed the republic; 


hut this was not the form of go overnment, which 


the then demanded ; the republicans, on the con- 


trary, at that time were factious. They were ſo 
eyen i in the month of wat * when the legiſlative 


e 


1 


aſſembly abſolutely declared TP a decree againſt 


this ſyſtem. 
The nation wiſhed for the dont | One 


then might, and even ought to write in ſupport 
of it; Louis, as chief ſupreme of the government: 
28 engaged to maintain, and as holding royalty 
from the conſtitution, was obliged to keep, or 
watch his truſt; he might wiſh to influence the 
public opinion, by directing it; end if in the ex- 
ecution of thoſe plans which were preſented to 
him, and which he might have thought himſelf 
obliged to accept, they had betrayed his inten- 
tions, or abuſed his confidence; if they had ſpread 
without his knowledge, dangerous opinions; if 
they had attached the wiſe and uſeful'of them; 
we ſhould pity him, we'ſhould groan for the fate 
of kings; but we ſhould not accuſe him. 
Citizens, here is the firſt 8 of your accu- 
fat. 
I have juſt run over all the facts, which: you 
ranked in it, and which tim: have imputed to 
Louis. 
'z Ire: juſtified. Lane in all theſe facts; and 
Thave not yet pronounced the word, which alone 
would have effaced all the errors, all the faults of 
which he could have been guilty, had he been 
Ra of any; I have not ſaid, that ſince all theſe 
acts, he had acc fig, the conſlitution. 
This word, in act, would have been ſufficient 


"a anſwer all. 


The conftitution was the i new covenant of al | 


Hance between the nation and Louis. 
© This ſolemn covenant could not be agreed on 


; without a reciprocal and abſolute confidence. 
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There were then no more clouds between the 
people and the king. 
The paſt no longer exiſted, all a were 
| diſſipated, all diſſentions appeaſed, all prejudices 
Hed, in a word, all was forgotten or extinguiſhed. 
We can no more recal what e ** 


conſtitution. Ir 
Let: us. now examine what followed it. 


ff.... ß 
' FACTS POSTERIOUR TO THE consTITUTION: 
CIOS 
1 here liftinguiſh the Facts, 1 che att of 


3 announces, into two parts. ie” 
The facts for which Louis was not Teſpdnghle: | 


and which only concern the agents, which the 


conſtitution itfelf had given him. 
And thoſe facts, which concern him perſon- | 
al- 8 
81 diſcard, in is firſt place, from my ee | 
all the facts which fall under the een of 

the miniſtry. 8 


It would not be juſt, indeed, that 1 ſhould | 


become guarantee for the errors into which his 


| miniſters might fall, or for Kalk of Wich they 


might be guilty. 5 

The conſtitution did not require this n : 
of him! ſhe has, on the. contrary. created her 
miniſters reſponſible, in order to freeJhim from it. 
It is of them alone ſhe has declared the nation 
would require an accountof every thing tranſacted 


- againſt her intereſts, or neglected to her detri- 


ment. It i is on them e ſhe has declared her 
. Oh e 5 


- 


7 


1 ＋ 
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Vengeance ſhould fall for ineroachments on her 

5 f{afety or her laws. She has not leveled the ſame 
megnaces at the king, ſhe has announced to him 
no accuſation, no penalty; ſhe has beſides, even 


nothing without his miniſters ; - anorder ſigned 
dy him alone cannot be executed; it was ne- 


choſen, ſhould always be offered to the law; it is 
not ſurpriſing then, that the law ſhould not render 
64 him reſponſible. Ms a 


— 


. - o o 3 „ * ; e ; h 
che king and his miniſters together, of the ſame 
Bo: Rn 


- 


Feet in caſting a glance even on the miniſterial 


facts, which the act of accuſation announces, it 

tit is very eaſy to ſee, that the imputations of them 

have no foundation. „ COR = 
FIRST. PARAGRAPH. 


OF THE MINISTERS. | 
Por inſtance, Louis has been reproached for 
not having informed the convention of Pilnitz, 
When it was known to all Europe. . 
But, in the firſt place, the convention of Pilnitz 
was a ſecret treaty between the emperor and the 


* 
* 


hut imperfectly known in Europe; there had 

been no poſitive communication made of ĩt to the 
government; they had received no information 
reſpecting it, except py letters or notes of 3 


— 


by that, limited his power. The king can do 


ceſſary that the bond of the agent which he had 


We then have no right at this day to accuſe 


| FACTS, WHICH FALL UNDER THE RESPONSIBILITY 


Hung of Pruſfia; the conditions of this treaty were 


4 
Py » - | l 
2 , 2 2 


* 5 
e courts; ; the ſtate then had no occaſion 
| to make a law for the executive power to inform 
an aſſembly, all the deliberations of which were 
public, of a treaty which was not public. 

But then this information, Which the govern- 
ment could not give the aſſembly of a convention, 
concerning which, they had their doubts, he gaye 
Dis diplomatic committee the very moment the 
news arrived. 1 appeal on this account to the 
regiſtere of foreign affairs; they ought to depoſe 
on this fact. They ought to atteſt, that the firſt 

pieces, which came to the government, relative to 
the convention of Pilnitz, were delivered to the 
diplomatic committee. They atteſt further, that 
in the period, in which the exiſtence of this con- 
vention was uncertain, and in which, people be- 
Tieved that it would not take place, the diplomat- 
ic committee was already informed of it; I myſelf 
have proofs of it. So the miniſter, to whom this 
| pretended delay has been imputed, and who can- 
not this day juſtify himſelf, fince he is not living, 
was undoubtedly free from reproach. | 

They have likewiſe reproached Louis on ac- 
count of the commiſſaries ſent to Arles; they 

etend theſe commiſſaries were employed more 
do favour the anti-revolutioniſts, than to ;FEPTEts 


them. 


— 


But, with regard to this, Louis i in an examin- | 


ation, ch he underwents made an anſwer per- 


ty juſt. | 
. He ſays, i it is not by he acts of the commiffa- | 


Ties, that the intentions of government. are to be. 
_ Judged, but by. the ede which LR have, 


wed. 
* | | 55 | 8 IS 


, 
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- You do not accuſe theſe inſtructions 5 you 


| therefore cannot accuſe the government. 


You have reproached Louis for having ſtop- 
ped a whole month, the envoy of the decree, 
which united Avignon and de comtat Venaiſſi in to 


France. 


Citizens, the legiſlative alfembly offered the 


fame reproach. to their miniſter Leſart; that was 
one of the chief things alledged againſt him; and 
concerning which, the High National Court 


ought to pronounce. Laſſart is no more! he 
periſhed the moment he had prepared his juſtifi- 


£ cation for Europe; he had-himſfelf declared, that 


this juſtification, for which he had toiled in the 
priſon, where he was confined, ſhould not. leave 


the leaſt cloud on his innocence. Can you, this 


day, renew an imputation againſt the memory of 
him, whom death has deprived of the power of 


exculpating himſelf? 


Tou have likewiſe reproached Louis, for the 


- troubles of Nimes, the agitations of Jales, che 
conſpiracy of Duſaillant. 


But-is Louis then to anſwer for all the Alkurden.— 
ces, which ſo great a revolution muſt neceſſarily 
occaſion ? It is impoſſible in general, but there 
Le. be troubles in a country, where the form 

wt overnment is changed; it would be peculiar- 

range, if there were none in the ſouth of 


| 1 where the minds naturally ardent, are 
eaſily led to any movements. They alledge, that 


Eouis has favoured theſe troubles; they think 
that becauſe the princes, his brothers, had con- 


- nexions with Duſaillant, he Ekewife had ſome 


with him; but this opinion was an error. We 
may 


* — 
. "> 


40 . 
may even judge of this error, by the pieces com- 
municated to Louis; for among other things in 
theſe pieces, we obſerve there is power given Du- 
faillant to borrow the ſum of a hundred thouſand 
crowns, in the name of the princes ; now we con- 
ceive that if Louis were diſpoſed to protect any 
conſpiracies, he would not have reduced the 
conſpirators to the neceſſity of borrowing a ſum 
. bo > ah I e-ang to the expence which their 
projects ought to require; and that he himſelf 
would have furniſhed them with ampler relief. 

But, finally, in proportion as the knowledge of 
all the troubles of the ſouth came to the govern- 
ment, he was eager to inform the National Aſ- 
ſembly, and all the precautions, which ſhe has 
defired, or. intimated, have been taken to repreſs 
them; the proof of chat is in the reſult; it is be- 
cauſe theſe troubles have ceaſed for many months, 
and becauſe the meaſures of government put a 
ſtop to them. 

Some have wiſhed, on account of the fame 
troubles, to eonſider 13 as culpable for a let- 
ter, which Wiginſthein, commander of the ſouth, 
had written him ſince he was recalled. 

They ſuppoſed that Louis had empioyed him 
fince that period. 

But, in the firſt place, Louis could not hide: 
Wiginſthein from writing him a letter after he + 
was recalled, and further, he has declared, that 
he had no remembrance. of having received any, 
and that they wrote only according to a pretend- 
ed regiſter of this officer. | 
| "All that he could do was to give him no new 
employment after his recal, and indeed Wigin- 


ſthein has had none. 5 They 


2 


They ſpeak of the command of Corſica; 85 be © has . 
never had this command. | 

They ſpeak likewiſe of an ap ae in the : 8 
army of the North; and it is in fact, poſſible that 
La Fayette may Fave aſked if. The project of 
the letter found in the war- office, ſeems even to 
indicate it; but the fact is, this letter was never. 
ſent, and Wiginſthein, who tarried at Paris after 
he was recalled, till his death, was never em 
pl PT afterwards. 

ouis has been reproached for the 5ccounts,. 4 

which Narbonne gave the National Aebi rel-. 
ative to the army. 

I anſwer, that on leaving his miniſtry, the 
National Aſſembly decreed Wie Narbonne, alone 
reſponſible for all "the acts of government, which 
concerned him, carried with him the. eſteem, and. 
the regret of the nation... 

2, 4s been reproached for having, deſtroyed 
the navy, and for having kept Bertrand the min- 
iſter, notwithſtanding the obſervations. of. the 
National Aſſembly to him. 
J -anſwer, that Bertrand the miniſter, has "WM 
ways refuted the charges brought againſt him, 
and that, ſo long as the National Aſſembly did not 
accuſe him, Louis had a right to preſerve his <; 
confidence. 5 — 2 
lle has been reproached for- the misfortunes of. 
the colonies... '2 
Fre, I think, he Herd, not my Juſtification, h J 
8 has been reproached for the N which Fs 


be declared the firſt hoſtilities, which threatened 


9 us on the Nane of. the Pruſſan. ys 
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Louis himſelf, has informet; in 8 examina- 
nn. that he Jags theſe hoſtilities to the Na- 
tional Afembly, the firſt moment he had certain 


LE knowledge of dem, and the depo ſition of foreign 
affairs furniſhed a proof of them. 


He has been reproached for furrendering 


Þ Longwi and Verdun. 


As for Longwi, I anſwer, the inhabitants de- 


} nvered themſelves up. 


And as for Verdun who had named this com- 


mander, fo celebrated this day for his herviſm, 


this Beaurepaire, who had rather die himſelf, than 


ſurrender, if it were not Louis? 


He has been reproached for having ered 


4 the French nation to be e in different 
countries in Europe. a 


T have here only a word to tay... 5 85 To 
I requeſt in behalf of Louis, that they would 


| Have recourſe to the records of foreign affairs, 


and they will there ſee the moſt authentic proofs, 


that whenever it has been declared ta the gov- 

_ ernment, that there was. an inſult offered the 

French, in any court in Europe, the goverhment. 
immediately demanded reparation. 


We have not time now to make theſe reſearch- 


es; but Louis declares there are proofs. 


In fine, Louis has heen reproached for having 


detained the wg ny in ſpight of the con- 


ſtitution, which forbid. him, and the allembly, 


which ordered their departure. 


'Thefe are the facts which anſwer the imputa- | 


5 tion, and which totally refute it. 


A decree of the conſtituent aſſembly, of the 2 


| 1 of n * t the —— ſhall be 


intreated 


— a 


1 


TR | = | f I 


intreated inceſſantly to preſent the legiſlative bo- 
dy, a new formation of the heretofore regiment. 


of Swiſs-guards, according to the compact, „or- 


= capitulation agreed' on by the helvetic body. 


And yet the National Afembly, conſidering 
that this regiment had'merited well of the nation,, 


by its conduct, had ordered that it ſhould. be con- 


tinued on the ancient footing, till it ſhould be 


determined otherwiſe reſpecting 1 its deſtiny, and 


the mode of its ſervice., - + 


1 this decree, the Swiſs-guards al- 
s continued in the ſame ſtate. 


he 15th of laſt July, the legiſlative aſſembly 


a a decree, which ordains that the executive 


power ſhall be bound to diſmiſs within three 


days, the. troops of the line in the garriſon of. 


Paris. 
Another decree. of the fame day ordains, that 


55 the diplomatic committee fhall make its. report 


on the capitulations with the Swiſs, and on the 
ſuppreſſion of the charge of the. Colonel-General 


of the Swiſs. 
On the 17th was a letter from D- Affry, -ref>- 


ting to the orders, which had been given him to 
make the regiment of the Swiſs-guards depart. 


He appeals to the capitulations, which were: 


not as yet abrogated. 


A decree, which ordains that, proviſionally, 
and until the report of the diplomatic committee 


i ſhould be produced, two battalions of this regi- 
ment ſhall be at the diſtance of thirty thouſand 


fathoms (toiſes) from the capital. 

D' Affry, placed among the helvetic capitula- 

Be and the * which the afſcmbly ſeem- 
: 00 


| I to manifeſt, 3 3 of” Auguſt, addreſſed 
to the aſſembiy ſome new obſervations, on 5 
mode of executing this;decree.. _. 
The afſembly paſſed to the order of the day... 
The decree was executed. 


Citizens, theſe are the facts concerning mini- . 


">... 
Louis might! bars 8 diſpenſed from diſcuſ- 


ſing them, on this aceount alone, that they were. 


_ the facts of the miniſters... 


All thefe, facts, indeed, mi got. be true, they : 


might furniſh matter of reproach, they might be 
accufable, but Louis could never. be called to ad 


aecount for them. 


But in diſcuſſing lm with the rapidity GH | 


_ which Lwas obliged. to on account of the. time, I 


have endeavored to convince the French people, 
that even in thoſe things in which the nation had 
demanded no guarantees of him, Louis has ever 
conducted himſelf as if he were by law. abliged . 


to offer them one. 
IT now paſs to the facts, which EF be pw . 


as as ar his, 8 


++ = SECTION It6- "2 
 F&ETS RESPECTING LOUIS PERSONALLY... 
; | — — * 
: Hence, legiſlators, time urges me tel. on. 


I ſhall however anſwer all the reproaches made 5 


n Louis. 
- Ffhalt here cfg to the truth with greater 
rapidity, and leſs details, than if T were free from 
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à nation, w 
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contains 0 many different N Nm 1 ſhall 


here anſwer in ſuch a manner as to refite them. 
I muſt repeat it, the councils of Louis have 
not thought on them, they have only thought on 


Louis. 


We well know that in a cauſe concerning 
which, all Europe is at this day anxious, and. 
which being brought before the repreſentatives of 

which for her triumphs has become the. 
aſtoniſhment of all others, offered ſo high a ſub=. 
"8 to all the movements of the ſoul, that it would. 
have deſerved a diſcuſſion, if I 1 ſo ſay, as 
1 to enligh- 
ten the people, to bring them back, and diſſipate 
the prejudices, which they have imbibed; we. 
wiſh to convince them by facts alone, and the 
laying aſide of all oratorical movements, is an- 
other ſacrifice, which we make Louis; and Eu- 
rope herſelf will, undoubtedly give us credit for 


great as the cauſe itſelf. But we wi 


it. 

In the firſt Lace: Louis has been impeached 
for refuſing to ſanction the decree of the candy: of 
Paris, and that of the prieſts. F 

I might, without doubt, obſerve that the con- 
ſtitution leaves the king abſolutely free in his 


ſanction, and that provided Louis ſhould be de- 
ceived in the motives, which led him to refuſe to 


ſanction the decree of the camp, near Paris, we 
have no right to call him to an account for his 
error, and much leſs have we a right to conſider 
it as a crime in him. 


But diſcarding this relle tion, and 8 


that in reality it was an error, I anſwer, that after 


* * refuſal would have been the reſult 
pe Pe of 


5 of wiſe. motives. 5 He was afraid of ex- 
: citing troubles ; the decree gave alarms to 
the National Guard; the opinions of the 


Capital were divided; a great part of theſe 
opinions ſeemed to juſtify the decree; while it 


was likewiſe combated by a great part; even the 
council were not unanimous. In the midſt of 
theſe agitations, Louis thought it prudent. to re- 


fuſe the ſanction they requeſted ; but at the ſame 


time he determined on a meaſure, which had the 


as it 


fame advantages as the decree, without the diſad- 
—_— ofit. He formed the campof Soiſſons, and 
as happened, this combination has become 


for the nation; for the camp of Soiſſons, while 


chat of Paris has been uſeleſs, has been of *. 
ſervice to the French army. 


With reſpect to the decree of the prieſts, citi- 


zens, we cannot force conſcience. Louis was 


afraid of wounding his own by ſanctioning itz 


he might, without doubt, be wrong, but even his 
error was virtuous, and if we blame him for it, it 
-- We impoſſible not to reſpect the principle whence i it. 
| proceeded. 


Recal to your minds that remarkable r che 


- 20th of June, and ſee with what courage Louis 
adhered to his opinion! How many princes. 


would have ſtarted at ſuch threatening appear=- 
ances of danger ! Well, Louis was influenced 


} 


by his conſcience, not by fear; he continued to 


reſiſt; and if any thing could juſtif 4 him in the 
eyes of thoſe, who were the mo 

| cenſure him, I dare ſay,. it was his perſeverance i in. 
| _ refuſing. 


diſpoſed: to 


e think not that 1 Louis Waun, . 
His 


— 


— 


_ 


— 


Inion donceriing the decree of the prieſts, 


5 at no miniſter of his council was of the ſame 


ſentiments; the miniſter, Morgues wrote to him 
the fameday,the 20th of June, that the decree was 
neither according io his principles, nor according to 
5 his heart. 


In oppoſition to Louis, with reſpect to the 
We it is ſaid, a memorial was ſent him from 


Rome, in which it appeared that the pope claim- 
ed his rights over ae and thoſe of the 


holy ſee. 


be firs how «could Touts hinder the pope from - 


ſending him a memorial; and where, on his part, 
would be the crime in receiving it? 


He has met with equal oppoſition on account ; 


of a letter, which he wrote, in 1791, to the biſhop 
of Clermont, in which he declares himſelf ready 


to eſtabliſh the catholic worſhip, when it ſhall be 


in his power. 
But that is only a religious opinion, and, of 


conſequence, a free opinion; this liberty is given 


in the conſtitution ;_ the civil conſtitution of the 
clergy, on the contrary, is not contained in that; 

| it has been withdrawn from that, or rather, it has. 
never conſtituted a part of it, and Louis wrote 


before he had received the conſtitution. 


„ Louis received the conſtitution with= 1 
„ OE: believing it exempt from errors; he even A 
ſaid, when he received it, that he hoped for 


| amendments; 3, but he was far from hoping for 


5 amendments with the 1 intention of deftforing or 


| _ overturnin it. NE” 
| - Louis has been reproached for havin: kept his 
- - Candi pay, when the allembly had ordered 


them to be Giſbanded. 66 


* 


, ny Here, T3 UGLY many 1 ariſe. | 
2 In the firſt place, we cannot deny that Louis 
. | "Had a right to refuſe his ſanction to the decree, 
3 Which declared that his guard ſhould be diſband- 
ae, ſince he held this guard from the cenſtitution, 
7 andi it could not be taken from him, except with his 
approbation; yet the National Aſſembly ordered 
it to be diſbanded.-. 
But as the decree of diſbanding left Louis the 
überty of renewing this guard, and of recompo- | 
fing it, in part, of the ſame ſubjects, it was very 
neceſſary that, till this recompolition ſhould be 
_____  efffeCted, Louis ſhould continue their wages. 
— It Was, at the fame time, an act of e 
Ei |: and of juſtice. _ | 
58 In the firſt place, it was due from Louis on 
_ 3M account of thoſe, who could and ought to re-enter. 
= It was then due from him on account of the 
>  _— -, Others, ſince theſe others-were not tried. _ 
[ Beſides, he did not do it clandeſtinely; but by 
a public decree.” . ; 
2 It is ſaid, that among cheſe guards ſome were 
| diſtinguiſhed by their inciviſme. 
But, in the firſt place, nothing has, in this „ 
| ſpect, been ſaid perſonally and poſitively. 5 
Secondly, we cannot believe them calpable, 
ſince they were not brought to trial. : 
Laſtly, thoſe, who might have been convicted 
of inciviſme in the eyes of Louis, would not have 
been enrolled again; but it would have been 
barbarity in Louis to refufe them that aſſiſtance, 
8 ae neceſſity was ſo preſſing.  _. 
| have reproached Louis alſo for n 
given rea | 


courts 4 . 
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8 aſſiſtance. „„ 
They, 
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| They ns hed his for correſpondence | 8885 


with his brothers. | 
They have reproached him for havingſought,by 1 
means of his ambaſſadors, to favor the coalition | 
of foreign powers againſt France. 
Finally, he has been reproached for his influ- 
ence at the court of Vienna. 5 
Legillaters, I take theſe facts all together, be-. A 
gcaüuſe they are all ranked under the ſame head of | M 
3 accuſation; and I ſhall anſwer. 
>. Att, TL ought to obſerve that, in all public. 
acts of government, Louis has uniformly witnefſ- 5 8 5 
cd the ſtrongeſt oppoſition to emigration, and that TN 
he has ever combated it, not only by all his na- 
=” tional proclamations, but by all his correſpon· "7 
__ dence with foreigners. _ * „ 
With regard to this, 1 appeal to the. rebilters : 
1 of foreign affairs, and to thoſe of the council ; 
woe have not time to extract from them, but they 
ft muſt contain a multitude of examples. 
I can always cite from them a fact, ERS is 
very remarkable, and of which foreign affairs have - 
HATS furniſhed a proof. 
In the month of ache 1701, a emi- 
I Ernte were deſirous of purchaſing ſome cannons, 
and pther ammunitions of war, but the inhabitants 
| *. Francfort would not let them have any. 
Louis was informed of it by his refident. 
He wrote immediately to this reſident, by his 
E miniſter, to give him orders to thank, on his part, 
the magiſtrate of Francfort, for the wiſe condut 
he had manifeſted on this occaſion, and to requeſt .. 
1805 him to redouble his precautions and vigilance, _— 
a in order to Mader the A from nes = Fl 


— 


arms and ammunitions ; at banden, as «Ger 4 
endeavored. 


So much 5 Fes oublic a0. | 

Now, has he 4 any private ones * 

They ſpeak of aſſiſtance by money. ä 
Citizens, there has not been a fiogie « emigrant, 
_—_ true emigrant, to whom Louis has given. 
. pecuniary uſſiſtance. 

He has maintained his 3 ſince their 
father was not in a condition to maintain chem 
himſelf. VV 

But, where 1 is the map, who would dare make 
4 crime of tat? 

In the firſt place, one- of 15 e was but” 
eleven years old, and the other fourteen, when 
their father left F rance; and can one conſider as 
_ emigrants, children of this es who follow their 
father En 


In the Ea 8 there was no law; at that | 
time, which fixed the age relative to emigra- 


tion; the convention has juſt made one; but 
this law, which the convention has Juſt made, 
was not in exiſtence then. 


In the third place, ſince the Jceree, which de. - 5 


cClared the goods of emigrants confiſcatedto the 
nation, and which, of conſequence, involved all 


thoſe of their father, the nephews of Louis were 


without reſource; and they were his nephews. 
Could he not experience the tender feelings of 


nature, and obey her commands? And, becauſe _ 


he was kin ng, r muſt he ceaſe to be Parent, or even 


to be man! 
He has made ſave parties gikts to the g gov-. 


erneſs of "2p NES] Þ: but this 0 of his 
—— eee 


—ͤ— 
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| 10 gave orders abroad, even commiſſions under 


zr 
children has bing gone froth ane epa A 1 789. 

He has made ſome to one of his favorites, who 

had brought him up from his youth, Choiſeuil- 
Beaupré; but Choiſeuil had retired into Italy 

ſince the commencement of the revolution, and 

has never taken up arms againſt France. . | 

lle has made ſome to Rochefort, as is cited in 

_ the act of acgulation |, b but Rochefort has not 

| emigrated. | S . 

He conveyed to Bouillé a large fie, of money ; . 

but it was for the journey of Montmedy. 

le has been reproached for a gift made to 

Hamilton; but it was due to him in juſtice, to 
£ indemnify Kin for all loſſes, which he had ſuſ- 
tained in this Montmedy journey, and which by 
reaſon of his ftuation, it was impoſſible to ſup- 

„ 

8 F It is ſaid that Bouills os remitted to Monſi ieur, 
by order of Louis, a ſum of ſix hundred thouſand * 
livres, and. upwards, which he held from 

huh” 

But it] is a phraſe purely amphibological, which 

has given place to this imputation. 

The account ſent by Bouille has theſe words: 
| remitted to 8 aa the brother 4 the ting, by bis 
order.” TROY 

This is evidently Monſieur 8 . who, dad 


the. name of: he king, __ not that of Los; and 

gt 5 . ö „ 4 | $45 the 

= I 2 F mention bh 75 augition, * is ed; in 

9 aa of accujation, but la Vauguion was likewiſe a. 

Wy nes of Louis's, and he had been gone to ores ever 
Fam the ft moments. * the 1 8 8886 
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6 He miſtake has 88 only n this quality 
of brother of the king, which has been added to 
the name of Monſieur; but the truth is, and, if 
| thoſe pieces had been communicated to us, which 


ought. to have. accompanied. the account, which 


| Bouills ſent, and among which Monſieur's order 
ought necefſarily to have been found, we ſhould 
have had authentic proof of it; the wth, J fay, 
is, and Louis affirms the ſame, that he had Never 
helped Monſieur to any pecuniary affiftance. 


All he has done has been to pay an ancient 


| debt of his other brother's, of 400,000 livres; 
but as for this debt, Louis was bound for him, 
and, without doubt, we ſhall not be nie that 


he did not violate his engagement. 
His being bait for the books in 1 789, of which 


they have not heſitated to make a crime in him, 


for they diſpute even his moſt innocent move- 
ments, was alſo an act of beneficence, and had 


= for its object the promotion and ſupport of this 
3 Thus, all cheſe intent is liberality, for 


which he has been reproached, do honor to his 

heart, and there is no one, which can induce us to 

cen his principles. : 
'They have reproached him for having. influ- 


. enced oo youre 97 Vienne; zend, 1 in 8 fo 18 Sf 
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e note, 3 to the compilation. | 
ts of Phillip H' Artois were to be diſcharged 
= 2 public treaſury. Sawalette Delaage hai ad. 
. wanced ta: à creditor, the Jum of 400,000. ibres, and | 
TZouit aua, bound. for him. It 25.of this. obligation e 


ak ; fo the fun. has. been paid io a creditor in F1 rance, 
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it, "hey cite aletter "NIN Dumoutier to Monſieur, 
and Dumoutier ſeems to introduce Breteuil, as 
having ſome influence at the court of Vienna, at 
which he ſuppoſes, at the ſame time, that Bre- 
teuil could know the pleaſure of the king. 
But, in the firſt place, this was only a letter 
from Dumoutier, and Dumoutier was truly the 
agent of foreign powers, but not the agent of 
Louis. His opinion, therefore, can n be of no 
weight. [oo : 
In the ſecond place, even chis opinion is no 
proof of the exiſtence of tlie fact, of which Du- | 
moutier ſpeaks, that is, that Breteuil i in reality 5 
knew the opinion of the king. Is 
And finally, although we ſhould even- cuir 
the allegation of Dumoutier, as a proof of this | 
ſtrange fact, where is the proof that it is fo very 8 
neceffary to report alſo, that this pleaſure of the- 
king, which they do not explain, ſhould be a 
pleaſure of ſuch nature as to be accuſed? 
They likewiſe mention a letter from Toulon- 
geon, written at the moment when he was pre- 
paring to make a journey to. Vienna, in which 
they pretend that he ſaid, the king. had been Pleaſed” 
to inform him. that he approved his conduct. 
I I might obſerve, in the firſt place, that this. 
Etter from Toulongeon appeared exceedingly 
- ſuſpicious ; for there is mention made in it of one 
Lalery, nephew of Toulongeon, Lieutenant- 
Colonel, but it is certain, that Valery is only 
couſin of 'Foulongeon; not his, nephew, neither 
is he Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Now, could, i Toulongeon be {6 deceived about 
5 —. 198 Es Fo ; 


it is; what reſults from it? 


0 foreign to him 


that he approved his conduct, and that in a fact - 
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de aphighneſſes, the orders, which I had 11 ume 
os ſolicit two months. 5g 1 9 76d wi 
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But 1 init the allegation of thi letter, ſuch as. 


Where is the proof, that Louis has really ap- 
proved the conduct of "Toulongeon i Eo 
Can he be accuſed. on an aſſertion, which is ſo. 


And does not the fallity, of the aſſertion. ſuffi. 
ciently appear from itſelf, when it is obſerved, 
that it is to the princes, the brothers of Louis, that 
Toulongeon, wrote that Louis had informed him, 


Jo important, fince it concerns the intentions. 
or the pleaſure of Louis, it neither gives theſe 
Princes any information, nor any proof 2 
Beſides, what do all theſe accuſations, the 
Is of 1 is taken in theſe 8 0 5 lead to? 
jud them by a ſingle example. 
"They 19 againſt. Louis 2 letter n Choiſ- 
e by Which it appears, that Choiſeul- 
Gouffier was employed i in cementing tlie alliance 


: of Turkey with Auſtria. and they thou ght that, 


cauſe oiſeul had been an ambaffador from 

Tous, they might impute to Louis the en, 
of Choiſeul himſelf. 
But, in order;to-anfwer this imputation, T only: 
_ with for the ſame letter from Choiſeul. 

This letter proves, indeed, two things; the 
1 is, that for two onde before his recal, 
Choiſeul-Gouffier had. offered his ſervices. to the. 
e and had received no anſwer. 

The firſt: paſfage begins . 

% Although I have not received from your ro 


1 re 


45 — 


" IS 
„ with vindnefs. the homage of my dedication, 


, and unalterable fidelity.“ | 
The ſecond is, that three days after his: recal, 


"aw ever on account. of his: recal, Choifeul:Gouf- | 


fler had determined to repeat the offer of his ſer- 
- vices to the princes, and to form projects againſt 
- the national: ambaſſador, wh had Wen x nomina- 
ted to replace . 8 
The proof of it is in this pear | 
0 I received, three days ago, the letters of n my 


ö «6 recal ; they inform me, that Lam replaced by 
te. Mf. de: Semonville, ſo the projects of this na- 


tional ambaſſador are not l your 


* royal highneſſes are too enlightened not to per- 
, ceive the fatal inconvenience of the -* e 


--6 tion with which ke was entruſted,” 


So it was Choiſeul, who wrote, who ated ; "22 


| who, recalled by Louis; offered his ſervices to the 
princes; who exerted himſelf to keep his place 
notwithſtanding his recal, and it. is Louis whom 
they accuſe nx 
Pinally, they, bring Sant Lana A bill without. 
date; as they ſay, written by the hand of Monſieur 


"i in the name of the two hrothers, and which, 


3 affirm, WAas found among his papers. 8 


Louis has declared that he could neither avow, 


vor, conteſt the authenticity of this billet. 


But, firſtly, this billet ! is an 2 os Bag brothers, ; 


not of him. 


1 


neither. ſuppoſes news received before, vor the 


5 be 2 18 ex ected after... 
N e aud Jat ** rh laſt paſſage clearly 
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3 this billet 3 proves that Louis 
was not in correſpondence with them; for he 


— 


3 


"bears date for the- period of the ated of Lins | 
in 1791; and, as we well ſee, this date alone 
1 004 be ſulficient to e OI oy 2 — 
_ 55 eluſton from it. . 
bs Finally, I do not ftop' at this imputation = | 
oo fon conſiderable trade, which they have not feared to 
= make on Louis, and of which they s the 
1 of Septeuil furniſh a proof. 

You. have yourſelves rendered him juſtice ; 
ou have not made of it the chief of your accufa- a 
1M ĩion; youhaveonly made a queſtion of it; but when 
pon put this queſtion to Louis, he muſt have: en. 5 

I "Pn his aſtoniſhment at it. 7 

. The circumſtance, which have ſerved 4 The: 
<a | baſis of this ſhocking in; nora 155 in fact ex- 

25 emely ſimple. 6 

Louis, like all his predeceſſors, had: A {partieular- 5 
1 85 bur which he devoted to acts of beneficence. 
In 1790 he entruſted Septeuil with i before > 
= he was treaſurer of the civil liſt. | . 

Septeuil, who wiſhed:not to a ſulpeed. of 
bt chan perſonally profited by-it, placed it, at fixſt, 
_—:. for ſome time, in effects at Paris, and afterwards | 


— 


1 Jy in letters of exchange upon Paris, and abroad, 
li "+ Reine In the mean time, he gave an account of it to 
1 Loe; or 1 the TW for which Louis _=_ 
1 orden“ 490 

555 Thoſe are the facts; ; 1 5 hot. they 
“cKsækre exact, and there is nothing in the papers of 
=  —' - Septeuih Which eontradicts them 1 
All, that theſe papers preſent, is a e | 

5 which. it appears that Septeuil, who had conſider- 
able funds in poſſeſſion, had made in the month 
of la — for 9 8 own Date 7 18 1 8 

An 
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and fold among foreigners. £77 
But Septeuil, in. a declaration, 5 he has | 


| —— 


«3 


We public, explains this ſpeculation, avows 


that not only it concerned him alone, but 


that there was a particular regiſter, kept 

for the funds of Louis, which ought alſo to be 

found among his papers, but of which we haye 

had no account, and which points out the uſe of 

theſe funds. 

8 1 ſhall no longer 5 BÞ myſelf 1 theſe 
pretended companies of anti-revolutionifts, which, 


_ fome ſuppoſe, Louis maintained in Paris, and 


whoſe buſineſs, ſay they; was to effect certain 

e capable of ſerving his purpoſes. 
Louis has never deſcended to fimilar details. 
He has never, as he. himſelf has declared to 


"you; had any counter-revolutional x plans. 


Parks. 


It was their requeſt that theſe obſervers mou 
give them an account of the pe and move- 
ments. 


They have . * N journals; "ih 
but theſe were the miniſters, not Louis; and be- 

_ - ſides, the miniſters themſelves have had, in theſe 
cares which they thought incumbent. on Them: 
"yp ſome conſtitutional views. 


IJ come to the reproach of fuborning many 


5 members of the gie aſſembly. 2 


Louis has been accuſed for having endeavored, 


by corrupt methods, to make certain degrees paſs. 
relative to the liquidation of the charges of; his 

1 — . * of the e of his 1 lift, & 
| Is 56 Leglater, ; 


» 
CIC ra. as th. 


"ey 


The miniſters dehred to know the: ſtate of | 
"They — 8 IEP 120 1 . 25 SE EN | 
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— for che finances of Louis? 
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Legiſlators, I wills venture to by, you your- 


| felves have not beheved it. 


- You have not. believed n cl” was a fin gle | 


member of the legiſlative aſſembly, capable Bf | 


felling himſelf. to corruption, nor that Louis 


Leun exhibit an inſtance of it. 


And what intereſt could Louis then have — ? 
The liquidation of the charges of his houſe had 


5 3 eſtimated, in the conſtituent aſſembly, by 


Monteſquiou at thirty millions. | | 
It has been eſtimated, in the legiſlative afſſem- 


1 ly, by Cambon, at the fame ſum. 


The adminiſtrator of the civil It likewiſe car- 
ried i it on his fide at thirty millions; but he went 


-on another plan, it was his will that the officers 


of the king's houſe, who ſhould be continued, 


mould lodge ten millions in the national treaſury, 
by way of ſecurity, the intereſt - of which ſhould 

be paid by the civil liſt, and that the liquidation A 

5 ſhould be reduced to twenty. 


This plan had been adopted hikewiſe by the 
commiſfaries. 1 
It was alſo propoſed chat it ſhould be agreed to 


35 by the National Aſſembl yy 


But what Was there, of ſuch aithey; hat: one 


ſhould refer to corruption in order to obtain 
25 Tucceſs ? 


EF ot 


He reduced the liquidation of the charges of 
Louis s houſe ten millions. 

Fe eaſed the National ſum by! ten mies == 

He charged the civil liſt with the: intereſt. beg 


4llis ſum 


Where then | was the advantage which they 


RX 
They ſpeak 7 a ſum of fey thouſand 7e 

| which, as the ſay, the commiſſaries demanded ;. 

f but this ſum was not for his own caſe; it was to 

= defray the expenſes of the offices which required 

a liquidation ſo conſiderable. _ 

In reſpect of the liquidations of the penſions, i it 

appears that the project of the decree was to di- 
vide theſe penſions into three claſſes. | 
\ As for the penſions for ſervice in the military 
| houſe ; they were ſubmitted to the liquidation. | 

All penſi ions, granted by Louis's predeceſſors, 
for ſervice, in his own houfe, were <qually. ſub- . 
mitted to the liquidation. rs 
And as for thoſe granted by Foals himſelf, for- 
his own houſe, or by the late queen, they have 
ſent back the incumbents _ to be provided for on 
the civil liſt. 

Ie is, fay-they, on account of Gp project of 
0 the decree, which cleared the civil liſt of a great 
number of penſions, - which reſpected him, that 
they fappols there had, in reality, been corrup- 
tion, and to prove this corruption, they mention 

a letter from the adminiſtrator of the civil liſt, 
_ written, as they likewiſe ſay, to Septeuil, and in 

Which he ſaid that this decree would coſt fifteen 

hundred thouſand livres, and chat he muſt have 

the ſum the next day. 5 

I might aſk, in the firſt place, if this les were 

fincere, if it were truly written by the adminiſtre- 

tor of the civil liſt, and if, in reality, it were he 

| who addrefſed it to Septeuil.. : 

III might aſk this adminiſtrator, not being alive, 

ff we can argue from a letter, whoſe authenticity 

Was not aſcertained before his death; if we can 

5 VVV 3 
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5 4 et ny his memory FN ſenſe of a REY 
5 which, were he alive, he himſelf perhaps would 
explain; ; if, finally, this be a proof, that he has 
been under the influence of corruption. 
I might aſk——but why conſiderations of this | 
kind, when Tl can Anfwer in a ſingle word ? 
8 The fact is, that from the ſame pieces, which 
have been communicated to Louis, it appears, 
chat it was he alone, who hindered this project 
of a decree from being ſubmitted to the National 
Aſſembly, and examined, * * 
Now, can we believe that, if he had permitted 
culpable works to be done, he would alſo have 
hindered them from being done? | 
What, then, was the motive, CESS could * 5 | 
induced Rien to d by intrigues, a imilar | 
decree? 1 5 : 
I. ſpeak not of is character, which ; 1s repug- | 
nant to every daſtardly meaſure, - _ / 
1 ſpeak not of the members of the aſſembly, 
who were very incapable of joining with him. 
I ſpeak of his intereſt ; where was it? 
If, indeed, he wiſhed | to diſengage himſelf 
Foal! the penſions, x wyich. were on his. civil liſt, 
who hindered him from it? He could refuſe to 
pay them. a 
And can we believe that Louis. Sk not have ? 
choſen this meaſure, in preference to the other ? 
Can we believe that he would not ha ve pre- 
| ferred a voluntary act, rather than recur to a 
method, which was of ſuch nature as to expoſe ä 
| him Ip By | 
8 


. 


Ta & 


* The ſame pieces prove that Louis was angry at it. 


1a not the man, wh is capable of exerciſing 
à criminal corruption, which may injure him, 
ſtill vaſtly more capable of an unjuſt refuſal, 
which is not dangerous for him: 
In a word, I conceive the corruption, which 
turns to the profit. of perſonal intereſt ; 1 
ly the human heart furniſhes a proof of it. But 
Et corruption, which leaves us all the meanneſs 
with which it contaminates us and whoſe-advan- 
tage is altogether for others, T acknowledge that 
it 1s impoſhble to have any idea ak ES 
Another imputation has likewiſe 5 made on 
Loe which, the firſt. moment it was known, : 
. muſt have excited great fermentation among the 
people, and to him muſt have l very im- 
portant. | 
They accuſed him oc having 8 continued 
to pay his life-guards at Coblentz. 
in examining this imputation, legillators, I 
ought not to heſitate to declare to ou, that it has 
made on me the moſt grievous impreſſion. Be- 
fore I became the defender of Pk Lhad dared 
to ſuſpect his honeſty ; I acknowledge I ha 
doubts of his intentions; the proof appeare 
ſo ſtrong, the pieces ſo manifeſt,” the refult 
from them ſo evident, that it was impoliyle 
for me to conciliate the opinion, which 1 
wiſhed to have, with that, which I found myſelf 
obliged to have. But now I confeſs my error. 
The defence of Louis has convinced me; and 1 
here come, in the eyes of France, to make the 
ſolemn reparation, which I owe him. 772 
One fingle, ot deciſive word unfolds this i im- 
en | 
e no one of you bas forgotten that all 
SP. 7 
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| 8 pieces, which have been. a, FOR letter 


from Poix to Louis, the memorial, which he ad- 
dreſſed to him, the letter from Coblentz,the nom- 
inative ſtates of the life-guards; that all theſe 
pieces refer to the month of October, 1791, and 
even the letter from Coblentz bears this date. 
| Wel, bre is what the adminiſtrator of the 
civil lf wrote to the treaſurer of the ſame lift, 
the 24th of November following. | | 
«The intention of the king, Sir, is to 
© continue to the officers and guards of four 
«companies'ok his life-guards, their actual ſer- 
4“ vice, till he has pronounced decifively on their 
« fate; but his majeſty withes that the amount of 


. theſe ſervices ſhould no more be delivered to- 


te gether to the State-Maj or; and that hereafter 
* every individual officer, or Fe Pall be paid from 
© the money of the ctvil lift,' on his receipt, or power 
06 of attorney, accompanied with a 3 of his 


| 2 reſidence in the kingdem. His Majeſty has char- 


65 ed me alſo to ſend you his orders.“ 
n account of the officers, and others employ- 


: ed of the heretofore regiment of the French 


guards, to which he continues their ſervice. 
Further, I inform you that his 2 has 


Jul q the pay of all expences whatever, relative 
e 


of continued ſervices, and of the” * of 


Wh Holes.” ee 


I need not ſtop for rack: a text. WS FO 
Vou ſee it diſſipates' every trace of this i impu- 
Ain, of which” Eaton has been the unhappy 


Victim. 


Vet, to 11 many erud] reflections has this 
circumſtance! Even c 


of laſt 


companies of the life- guards, except thoſe 
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they have accuſed 2 0 5 this fact to all 
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France; they have accuſed him to Europe, and 
the piece which alone would be ſufficient to juſ- 
tify him, remains unknown! 

7 the papers of the ee ee of the 
civil liſt, have been ſeized; the original of the 


order, which Louis had given him, and which he 


himſelf ſent to Septeuil, muſt have been among 
theſe papers; this was his title, and his guaran- 


tee. He could not avoid keeping it; and yet, 


chic ſtrangeſt fatality, we find every. thing in 
eſe papers but that order. 
Happy for Louis that he recolleths the date of 


it, that he recollects the letter, which he had di- 


rected the adminiſtrator of the. civil liſt to write 
Septeuil, that he has made a ſearch for this letter 


in his bureaux, that he has, cauſed an authentic 
copy of it to be delivered, and that he can, this day, 
produce it in the eyes of Europe. 


Judge now, citizens, by 1 the character of this 


imputation, of all others. 


Judge what advantage it would have been to 


Louis if they had neither ſeized, nor taken away 
his papers in the invaſion of his qwelling, if he 
h imſelf had aſſiſted at the examination of them, if 


he might have claimed the pieces, which muſt 


neceſſarily have been found among thoſe, which 


were brought againſt him; eſpecially, if he might 
have brought thoſe againſt them, of which his - 


memory has no information 


Judge, with what force, he would have anſwer- 


ad all, for which you. have re roached him, ſince 
| he has anſwered without nee 


e pieces; what fatis- | 
factory: $ 
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delivering m 
timent, which I feel, that J arrive at laft at that diſ- 


cory eller he aſd have given you, 
Fro hos he woulhave cleared thefe dark 
accuſitions, ID Hare no confiſtency except 


| or ugh; ſhades in'which they are inveloped. 


then, how we His defenders ought to re- 
14 at we Have been deprived of an affiſtance, 


; which would have furniſhed! us with reſources of 
 fuch powerful conviction; judge of the hopes, 
OS which wemi thave ee the means 
of our de rivation 3 judge what it muſt have coſt 
our heart, in ſo memorable a cauſe, the want of time, 
of communication, of reſearches, the weakneſs of 


our efforts, the excef even of our zeal, and how 
mortifying i it is to find ourſelves obliged, in ſome 


|: ſort, to be anſwerable to Europe for the deſti- 


ny of Louis, and to perceive that the grandeur 


alone of this incumbent function was preciſely 
- the fame obſtacle, Which Toft hindered from 


doing it well. 


I retrace to 1 out gel, zen and it is in 
5 before you to this profound ſen- 


aftrous day, the roth of Auguſt, which ſhould be 
in fact, as has been ſaid, on the part of Louis, the 
reateſt of erimes, if it were true that he had, as 
his dreadful” period, the atrocious intentions, 
which. have been imputed to him. 
Repreſentatives of the people, I entreat you not 
to conſider, at this moment, the defenders of Louis, 


as (defenders only. We have a conſcience, we 


alſo conſtitute à part of the people; we feel all 


that they feel 5 we experience all that they expe- 


rience; we will whatever they will; we are citi- 


Zens, we are Frenchmen ; we have wept with the 


ENTS? and we er as De WE over all the 
| HS. . 
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| Blood; Sch was ſhed on the 1oth of Auguſt; 5 
us capable of ſuch in- 


and if we had believe 
conceivable events, as decaſioned this effuſion of 
blood, you would not ſee us this day with him art 
your bar, lend him, ſhall I venture to lay, lend 
| him the aſſiſtance of our: courageous truth, * ; 
But Louis is accufed, he is acguſed of the 
moſt horrible crimes, he ought, therefore, to juſ- 
tify himſelf in your eyes, in thoſe of France, 
and in thoſe of Europe. He muſt then be 
heard, we muſt lay aſide all the opinions, 
which we have already formed, all prejudices, all 
hatred; he muſt be heard by you, as if you were 
utter ſtrangers to-this:ſcene of deſolation, which, 
it is very expedient; I*retrace to you, at. leaſt, in Far 
picture. You owe it; ſince you are created his - | 
judges.. Legiſlators, all your ſucceſs ſince that 
day, which you have pronounced immortal, 
would permit you to be e 5 Lonly On - 
you to be juſt-. 
Recal to your minds the-20th' of June, the re- 
fuſal of Louis to grant the requeſt. of the armed: 
multitude, which had penetrated into his caſtle, 
and his perſeverance in refuſmg. "The multitude: 
already incenſed, were ſtill more exaſperated at 
this refuſal ; that reſentment was made uſe of, 
fortified, kept alive; ne prejudices are inſtilled 8 
into the minds of the populace :; they fowed va- 
riance and confptracies.; they ſuppoſed 2 party” 
formed to take away the: perſon of Louis, and 
tranſport it without the / capital they ſuppofſed 
that there were in this party waſt reſources they 
ſpeak of preparations, of arſenals, of military 
clothes; denunciations are made to the munici- =_ 
pality, they are multiplied ; the: Sermentatian 1 
W = 
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only ard: The * of July paſſed 4 : 
in agitation and ſtorms. WW | 
_ Meanwhile, Louis was em ployed i in -calming 
them. He thought, at firſt, — wiſdom, to 
let theſe reports of preparations and arfenals fall. 
The firmneſs which they acquired, taught him, 
at length, that it would be dangerous to be re- 
gardleſs of them. He felt the need of encour- 5 
aging g the people reſpecting their chimerical i in- 
quietude. He then Sifered himſelf to inquiries. . 
He wrote, the 26th of July, te the mayor of Paris; 
he requeſted him to come and make-a ſearch of 
the caſtle. He gave agg that the gates ſhould. 
be opened to the mayor. The mayor anſwered, 
that he ſhould leave t ie ſearch: to the municipal. 
officers.  'Fhe darch was not made. Louis 
V rote to the National Aſſembly. He informs 
them of his troubles ; he gave an account of his 
letter to the mayor, N of the. anſwer. The 
£ Sy pronounced nothing. 
In the mean time, the efferveſcence ec * 
; by the very precautions, which he had taken to 
aſſu it; the fame diſturbances. are renewed ;- 
this chan cltihne: to the municipality recom- 
| mence; the fermentation of their minds increaſes ; 3 
they ſpeak of nothing but depoſing Louis they 
demand it, they provoke to it; the commiſſaries 
of the ſections/ aſſemble; an addreſs is preſented 
to the National Aſſembly, the 3d of Auguſt, by 
theſe commiſſaries, the mayor at the head, to re- 
gqueſt the repreſentatives of the nation to grant 
e depoſing of Louis, agreeably to the wiſhes. of 
5 the people; immediately they ſolicit more openly; 
they wiſh either to. obtain or force it; they 
* kts: day in ** they. vere eee 
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| Be pronounced they: affirm that-if it be not pro- 
nounced in the ſeſſion of the gth or rothy the 
alarum-bell ſhall ſound, the loth at midnight, 

that they ſhall beat to arms, and that an inſurrec- ; 
tion of the people will take place. 
From the firſt days of Auguſt, Louis plainly 
rceived- that his ſituation was become more 
critical; he faw-the movements of their minds; 
they gave- him an account every day of the opin- 
ions of the capital. They informed him of the 
| reſs of the agitations; ; he feared ſome error 
he multitude; he was afraid of an invaſion on 
= dwelling; ; he began to take ſome defenſive _ 
precautions; he encompaſſed himſelf with the 
national guard; he placed ſome Swiſs in his caſ- 
tle; he kept up a correſpondence {till more exact 
with the popular authorities; finally, he negle&ted 
no meaſures of prudence, with which the events, 
and kind of danger, which he believed to e, 
could inſpire him 
Ide gth of Auguſt arrived; alarms more live- 
ly ſtill axe excited in the mind of Louis; they 
tell him of collections; they declare to him pre- 
parations; they make him to fear for the ſame 
night. Louis then redoubles his precautions; 5 
the number of national guards which ought to 
watch in the caſtle is augmented; the Swiſs are 
put on foot; the conſtituted authorities are called. 
Doouis calls the diſtrict around him; he calls the 
municipal officers 3 he encircles himſelf. with the - 
aſſiſtance, and the preſence of all the magiſtrates, 
; whieh could haye the greateſt-aſcendant or pow- 
er over the minds of the people. Theſe magiſ- 
trates requeſted, in the name of the law, the na- 
e and the Sale not to force 9 
caſtle. 
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_ - creaſes. * The magiſtrates of the people, info 
of this, again appear before the troops. 
procurer-general- ſyndit reads to them the ain 
article of the law of the 3d of October; he entreats 
them to defend the dwelling of Louis, whoſe au- 

_ thority was conſtituted. He gives them, no douht 
Vaͤith regret, the order of repelling foree by force; 
but he gives it. The gen 

| Siharge: their cannons before him. 
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caſtle. He then gave orders as abe circumſtances 
of the occaſion rendered neceſſary. The meyer. 
| Saba viſited the poſts. - 


. Immediately the alarum-bell rings, the en 
is beaten, the people run. Some hours paſs in 


an agitation without effect; towards morning the 
march of the people begins; ; they move towards 


the Thuilleries ; they go armed: Some cannons.. 


follow them; the cannons. are leveled towards 


the gates of the caſtle ; the people are there. 

The procurer-general-ſyndio of the departs 5 
ment of Paris, then adyances,. attended by the 
municipal officersz theſe officers: ſpeak to the 
multitude z they repreſent to the multitude that, 


collected together! in ſo large a number, they had 
put it out of their on power to preſent a petition 
either to Louis or to the National Aſſembly. 


invite them to name Twenty petitioners z 3 wor the. - 


invitation has no effect. 


During this time the. collection augen er an 


| immenſe throng reſort to the ſquare du e. 


The movement becomes ſtronger; the dan 55 en- 
ow 


or every anſwer, | 


The procurer-general-ſyndie 8 


. the caſtle; he informs Louis of the 4mminent - 
; danger ; he acquaints him that he has no aſſiſtance 
22 * Ae who had YE ſome hours 


before, 


They 


— 


15 beten ent his miniſters to theN ations Aﬀlembly, 
ts requeſt the aſſiſtance! of a deputation, again 
mentioned the ſituation in which he found him- 
felf; the National Aſſembly pronounced nothing. 
The procurer-gencral-ſyndic and two other 
members of the department, then invite Louis to 
repair to the National Aſſembly; they engage him 
to reſort thither with his family; they make him 
| feel the neceſſity of it. Louis goes to 72 Aſſem- 
| bly. An hour after our misfortunes began. 5 
Citizens, thoſe are the 6 ES 
Thoſe are fuch as were poſitively known, i in- 
_ conteſtably proved · in all publications, collected 


in the verbal proceſs.of the National Aſſembly,. I 


in a word, depoſited every where. 

- Fhave added nothing; I have only compliedwith 
the duty of my defence in recalling to your minds 
thoſe diſmal details, and you well ſee by the rap- 

adity, witk which I have run over them, how 
much it colts me to retrace them, | 
But, after all, thoſe are the facts! 
No, ye juſt men, forget, if poſſible, the bord 
veg 2255 this bloody day; with me feek only the 


- © cauſes of thoſe reſults, and tell me, where is 


| then the crime, which you impute to Louis? 
This crime can only conſiſt in what followed, 
5 or in What een. the retreat of Louis to the 
National A 5 
Now, I fay, in Ns: firſt place, he crime can- 
not conſiſt in what followed the retreat of Louis 
to the National Aſſembly; for ſince the time of 
- this retreat, Louis has feen nothing, ſaid nothing, 
done nathing, decreed nothing, and he has gone 
from theaſylum which he had voluntarily cho- 


ſen, only that 00 e enter the ee where * 
| 5 


8 Rice et: RE FOI 0 62 DET 
What brought on the Wet Gy 10 beech Ty 
1gnorant of it; hiſtory. itſelf, perhaps, will be ig- 1 
. of it; but e at leaſt, cannot anſwer - | 
ESE; 
Was the crime in what ede the retreat of _ 
Louis to the National Afﬀembly ? .., ., 
But what are the circumſtances, which you: | 
iS ſpoken. of hoſtile. intentions on the 985 of . 
1 
But where; Was the” 5 of. theſe. Ws 7 
What are he facts, Wi ich you. mention 7 What 
are the acts 
"It has been vaguely reported, that's ING 
was formed to arreſt the perſan of Louls, and 


tranſport it without the capital. 


But where is this conſpiracy ? 4 Where i is: the. 
_ leaſt trace of it? Where is the proof of it {ap 

Tou have ſpoken of preparations.  _ 

1, indeed, plainly ſee preparations of enges 
on the Part of Louis ; but where are the prepar- 
ations for an invaſion. ? What has Louis done to 
de convicted of an aggreſſion 7 ? Where is his firſt 
movement? Where is his firſt act)? 

You haye reproached him for having fil} kept 
"fame Swiſs guards at this period. - _ 

Citizens, I read in the verbal proceſs of IM 
National Aſſembly, of the Ath of Auguſt, that a 

member had propoſed to decree that, in giving 
the Swiſs all poſſible teſtimony of ſatisfaction 


and acknowledgment, the king ſhould. have no 


. 


more of the Swiſs regiment for his guard. 
Ithere read that many members inſiſt, in — 
that the Aſſembly, in determining the 3 ” * 


of the * enn that ef * mented well 5 


8 


2 


85 bete * 8 hy 


oo 


Ap he: country, and decree that thoſe 05 — ſhall 


continue at Paris, ſhall do the ſervice of the king's 
erh only on requeſt of the conſtituted authorities. 


There was no one of theſe propoſitions decreed. 


Louis then reſted on the terms of the decree, 


5 of the 15th of - September, of the conſtituent 
aſſembly, which ordained that, till the capitula- 
tions ſhould be renewed, the Swiſs mould 

their appointment and mode of ſervice. 


keep 


Louis then had a right to the Swiſs. 


He has been reproached for having ſpent the 85 
morning in reviewing the troops. } 
But reproach the mayor alſo for having furvey- | 

ed the poſts. | 


Louis was a conſtituted authority, and therefore 


had the right of defending his dwelling; he was 


obliged to give an account of his ſafety to the law ; 
how then could they reproach him for having 


taken ſuch precautions as were 3 to fe- 

cure it? | 
. have juſt made it a crime in him ii have 
placed ſome troops in his caſtle. ' i 


But muſt he then ſuffer himſelf to be Bed 
by the multitude ? Muſt he yield to violence ?. 
And was not the power, which he held from the 


- conſtitution, in his hands a truſt which the law 
5 enjoined upon him to keep untouched ? 7 


Citizens, if, at this moment, it ſhould be told 


you that, a moltitade ſeduced and armed, were 
marching towards you ; that, without reſpect for 
your facred character, as legiſlators, they intend- 
ed to wreſt you from this Tanctuary; what would : 
you do? * 


They have imputed to Louis certain fatal de- 
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Is this willing the misfortune of the people, 
when, in order to reſiſt their movements, the 
only oppoſe to them their own defenders? _ 
But what ſay I here of. aggreſſions, and why 
reſt ſo long the weight of this terrible accuſation. 
on the I of Louis ? 12 


I very well know they ſay, Louis himſelf exci- 


ted the inſurrection of the people, in order to 
accompliſh the plans, which were imputed to him. 
And who then is, at this day, ignorant that, 


long before the roth of Auguſt, they had prepared 


this day, meditated on it, nouriſhed it in ſilence, 
thought they felt the neceſſity of an inſurrection 


againſt Louis ; that this inſurrection had its 


agents, promoters, cabinet, directory? 

have been laid, leagues formed, treaties ſigned ? 

Who is ignorant that every thing has been con- 
ducted, arranged, executed for, the accompliſn- 


ment of the great deſign, which ought to pro- 


cure France the deſtiny, which ſhe enjoys? 


Thoſe, legiſlators, are facts, which cannot be 7 
diſavowed; they are public; they have reſounded 


from one end of France to the other; they took 
place in the midſt of you; in this very hall, 
wherel ſpeak, the glory of the roth of Auguſt has 
been diſputed. I come not to conteſt the glory 
of | 8 Wit 


hey 


Where is the man, who is ignoront that plans | 


bats 
od 4 
ws, 


wick thoſe, who have . it; my buüinels 3 is 
not to attack the motives of the inſurrection, 
nor the effects of it; I only ſay that, ance 
the inſurrection has taken place, and long, 5 
before the 1oth of Auguſt, it is certain, it is 
.*- || '.- avowed, it is impoſſible th Tous ſhould be the: ; 755 
aggreſſon. 8 . 
Tou accuſe him be r Fg | 
Jou reproach him for the cHafion of blood.” 
3 Tou with this Wood. to oy vengeance | upon 7 
Eo Up on him, who, at tha. very dime, came to 
1 een e in the National Aſſembly only to prevent - 
mais bloodſhed! ET 5 
1 Upon him, Who, during his lite, , has never | -- ad 
given 12 order! 
7. - - Jfpan . who, the 6th of October, at Ver- 4 
ſailles, hindered his own life-guards from defend- n 
Ke, ing him 
Upon him; who, at Varennes, choſe. to return 4 
2 captive rather than expoſe. the life of a. ſingle 
| man A * 3 | | 
5 Upon him, * the 20th of 7 refuſed all | EN 
the aſſiſtance, which was offered him, and choſe. 
f to remain alone in the midſt of the people! 
VPou impute the bloodſhed to him. Ah. ! he 
5 groans, as well as-you, for the-, fatal cataſtrophe, 
1 which occaſioned it; that is his deepeſt wound 
"FF iris his moſt dreadful deſpair 3. be well .knows he 
| was not the author of it, but that he has, perhaps, | 
been the e occaſion of i it; he will ever be - 4. 
Ts inconſolable.. 3 525 
And it is 55 whom you accuſe 1: 
Frenchmen, what is then ome: of that na- 


EE Tort: character, that character, which diſtin- 5 
7 G. | * 4 : 
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— bed you 


ur antient eee, that character of 
grandeur ar and of loyalty ? ; 
Would you add your: er to che wiskörtume 
of à man, 2255 has Had the 3 to.confide in 


the repreſentatives of the Hation ? 


Would you then have ne more reſpect bor the 


ſacred rights of aſylum ? Would you think that 
no pity was due to the'exeeſs of misfortune? And 
would you not regard a king, 
= ſuch, as à victim fufficientiy diſtinguifhed for 
FH his fate, to think it impoſſible for your to add to 
5 hie miſer) of his deſtin. 


Frenchmen, the revolution” which. regenerates 


you, has developed in you ſome noble virtues ;, 

but Feat leſt it have weakened in your ſouls the. 

- ſentiment of humanity, without which there can 
only be falfe ones. 


Hear beforchand the hiſtory which, fame hall 


repeat. — 
Louis was ſte en de throne. at twenty yea rs. 
of age; and at twenty he gave, on the 9 an 


example of morals; he carried there no culpable- 


weakneſs, no vitiated paſſion 3, he was economical, 
juſt, ſeyere-; he there ever appeared the conſtant. 
friend of the people. The people deſired the 
deſtruction of a Hlakrous impoſt, which hung 
heavy on them; he deſtroyed it; they demanded 
the Pontien of ſlaver , hebegun by aboliſhing it 
in his own houſe. The people ſolicited for a. 
reformation in the criminal legiſlation, for the 
_ mitigation of the fate of the accuſed ;_ he made 
a reformation. The people requeſted that 
ſome thouſands of Frenchmen, whom the 
= rigor of our uſages had, till then, deprived of the 
fe 3 « & citizens, might again be reſtored to thoſe 
| - ig a - richts; 
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niglits; he granted their requeſt; the people wiſhed | 
for liberty, he gave it to them; he even comes be- 
fore them by his ſacrifices, and yet it is in the name 
of this ſame people that they, this day, demand 
— Citizens, I pauſe I wait for hiſtory; 
think that ſhe n the judge of your judgment, 
and that her judgment will be that of ages. 5 
Signed, Louis; Deſeze, Lamoignon-Maleſher- 
My defence has juſt been made before you; 
1 will not renew it. In ſpeaking to you, 6979" (55 
for the laſt time, I declare to you, that my con- 
-ſcience reproaches me for nothing, and that my 


defenders have ſaid nothing but the trutr mn. 
Ichave never feared to have my conduct pub- 
licly examined; but my heart is rent to find, in 
the ack of accuſation, the imputation of having 
_ defired the bloodſhed-of the people, and eſpeeially, 
that the misfortunes of the 10th of Auguſt, have 
been attributed to me. . 
Lavow, that. the multiplied proofs, which 1 
Tote oe TRE Wins EIS oo 2 
hit phraſe haviug been pronounced by the - defender - 
/ Louis, and fince eraſed from the manuſcribt, de N. 
tonal Convention have directed it. to 68 riſtort l. 
Note of the defender of Louis. Ore of us Bad 
eraſed ris phraſe from the manuſcript, even aut of reſpecßg 
to the .conwention, and becauſe it had excited murmurs 
among the. tribunes; but this retrenchment having become 


* 
- 


e matter of a decrees we conſider ourjelues under obliga-. 
tions to. declare, that by the ward gave (donna) zvehad- 
' no. other intention, than that of recalling to the ag | 


te people, that Louis had- prepared liberty for France, &. 


the convecation of the States-General, which he had or- 
Adained, and the deeree of tlie nabion on the 4th of Auguſt, 
1789, which proclaimed Louis the reſtorer of the 

French liberty, had itſelf inſpired us with this moue- 


ment. 


have given, on all occaſions, of my love for the 

people, and the manner, in which I have ever 

conducted myſelf, appear to me abundantly ſuf- 

ficient to prove, that J little feared to expo poſe myſelf 
ro 


©" ons ſpare their blood, and to keep forever from me 
EL Iyer an Denn e ined, re 
i ; — —_—— : 
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we; the: andere fitten; ſecretaries of the Na- 
tional Convention, intruſted, by a decree of the 
26th of December, the preſent month, with the 
correction of the proof, of the diſcourſe delivered 
the ſame day, at the bar of the National Con- 
vention, by citizen Deſeze, for the defence of 
Louis, certify, that we have read the proof-copy . 
of this diſcourſe, and have compared it word for 
wo in preſence of Citizen Deſeze, with the 
manuſoript copy, which by him was depoſited in 
the office, after having be» ths * F and: 


- His official defenders. 


We certify that, with the exception of ſame - 
mal corrections of ſtyle, which in no inſtance 
changes the ſenſe of the diſcourſe, the Sar cal 


i perfectly conformable to the manuſcript; that 


the explicative- not s, Which. Citizen Deſeze . 
ought proper-to-a d. Were not in the. 5 ü 
We certify, finally, that this, phraſ Abich he pe 
Med for liberty; he gave it to them, which as 
delivered at the bar as it was written in the 
- uſeript, and which was afterwards eraſed by one 
of the defenders of Louis, has ſince been reſtored 
in the minutes, agreeably to the decree of the 


- 26th of this month. PA 1 
23 the ſirſt 


Paris, the 28th of 
- year. of the FRENCH” REPUBLIC. Offelin,. 


Kecreary J. A.  Creuze—Latonche, e 
OO 


